@Congress of the United States
Washington, AC 20515

December 17, 2018

The Honorable Michael J. Missal
Inspector General

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20420

Dear Inspector General Missal,

We write to request an immediate investigation into irregularities regarding the Department of
Veterans Affairs’ (VA) use of painful and outdated dog experimentation. Recent media reports
and correspondence with VA Secretary Robert Wilkie raise questions as to whether the VA
secured the necessary approval from then-Secretary David Shulkin to continue nine ongoing dog
studies at the VA. This is particularly concerning since purchases were made in support of these
studies that could only have legally occurred with then-Secretary Shulkin’s approval. The
inconsistencies between the accounts of former-Secretary Shulkin and Secretary Wilkie
regarding this approval underscore the VA’s persistent lack of transparency and accountability in
its use of this cruel practice.

As you may be aware, the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018 that was signed into law on
March 23, 2018, included language defunding and restricting dog testing at the VA. Section 254
of the law makes clear that the Secretary of the VA must approve the use of such testing, stating
in part, “None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by this Act may be used to
conduct research using canines unless...the study has been directly approved by the Secretary.”

Documents released via the Freedom of Information Act show that on March 28, 2018, less than
a week after the enactment of the new omnibus restrictions, the Cleveland VA Medical Center
initiated a $42,721 pre-order for seven shipments of canines to be used in research with delivery
dates extending from June 2018 well into FY19." Concerned that these purchases were
inconsistent with the FY'18 funding restrictions, Members of Congress sent a letter on August 8,
2018, to the VA to request that the Agency provide a list of all dog experiments that had been
approved by the Secretary and the Chief of Research and Development since March 2018. i

In a September 27, 2018, response to Congress, Secretary Wilkie wrote that nine ongoing VA
dog experiments — including the study at the Cleveland VA — “were approved for continuation
by then-Secretary David Shulkin on March 28, 2018, and that “accordingly, any purchases to
support those ongoing studies with FY2018 funds are fully compliant with the requirements of
Section 254.”V A VA spokesperson claims that former-Secretary Shulkin gave “verbal” approval
on March 28, 2018 — the same day he was fired — for the continuation of the nine studies.

Former-Secretary Shulkin has rejected this assertion, however, telling USA Today on November

1, 2018, that he “wasn’t asked, nor did [he] request a review for an approval.”” Furthermore, Dr.
Shulkin stated in a November 9, 2018, news report that, “I did not authorize a formal approval of
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continued studies” and that “if there was approval by the Secretary, there would have beena
signature for approval....VA does not do things with verbal approvals in situations like this.” "'

Given these conflicting accounts, we request that you investigate the following:

1) Were the nine ongoing VA dog experiments “directly approved” by then-Secretary

Shulkin, as required by federal law per VA spending bills enacted for FY18 and FY19?
a. Ifso, when? How was this approval documented?

2) Were the aforementioned Cleveland VA Medical Center dog purchases initiated before
the so-called “verbal approval” was secured from Dr. Shulkin?

3) How much canine research did the VA conduct between March 28, 2018, and November
1, 2018, in possible violation of the FY'18 and FY 19 funding restrictions?

a. How many dogs were purchased and used?

b. How much money was spent to conduct research using canines?

c. Where did these projects take place, and what local officials approved them in the
apparent absence of Secretary-level approval?

4) Did any VA dog purchases employ sole source contracts? If so, what was the
justification?

5) For VA dog experiments that have continued into FY'19, did Secretary Wilkie “directly
approve” each of these projects as required by Section 247 of the FY19 MILCON-VA
conference report?

a. If so, when and how was this approval given? His direct and personal approval for
any projects to continue into FY 19 would have been required by October 1, 2018.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions, please contact
Christine Godinez (Christine.Godinez(@mail.house.gov) in the office of Congresswoman Dina
Titus.

Sincerely,

WM
Dina Titus Dave Brat
Member of Congress
w i};&l&/
Ted Lieu Vern Buchany(
Member of Congress Member of Congres

Brian J¢'Mast
Member of €ongress




Enclosures:
1) Freedom of Information Act documents obtained by the White Coat Waste Project on
July 9, 2018
2) August 8, 2018, letter from Congresswoman Dina Titus and Congressman Dave Brat to
Secretary Wilkie
3) September 27, 2018, letter from Secretary Wilkie to Congresswoman Dina Titus

i Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018, Pub. L. 115-141. Available at: https://www.congress.gov/bill/1 1 5th-congress/house-
bill/1625/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pl+115-141%22%5D%7D&r=1.

i See Enclosure 1.

i See Enclosure 2.

¥ See Enclosure 3.

v Slack, Donovan. “V A: Fatal Dog Experiments Moving Ahead despite Criticism from Congress, Veterans Groups.” US4 Today,
1 Nov. 2018. Available at www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/11/01/veterans-affairs-fatal-dog-research-
paralysis/1826889002/.

v O'Brien, Kerri. “Conflicting Stories about Who Approved Canine Research at the VA.” WRIC, 9 Nov. 2018. Available at:
www.wric.com/news/8-investigates/conflicting-stories-about-who-approved-canine-research-at-the-va/ [ 58 1 780794.




USING SERVICE COPY (MAY 03, 2018210:41:37)

[SSUING OFFICE: REQUESTING SERVICE:
Dept. of Veterans Affairs Medical Center RESEARCH- (W) (151¢W))
10701 &, Blvd,
Cleveland, OH 44106 ) DEL. TO: LSCVAMC ARF (BF-464D)
VENDOR s SHIP TO:
MARSHALL FARMS GROUP, LTD WADE PARK WHSE DB2015

5800 LAKE BLUFF RD ' ' A i C

NORTH ROSE NY 14516 W
10701 EAST BOULEVARD
CLEVELAND, OH 44106

315-587-2295  FAX: 315-587-2109

FMS Vendor Code: ((SJXEY] DELIVERY HOURS:

BAM - 4PM WEEKDAYS

FOB POINT: DESTINATION PROPOSAL: N/A MAIL INVOICE TO:

GOV!T BL #: VA F§C
PURCHASE ORDER ' PO BOX 149971
DELTVER ON/BEFORE 4/5/2019 CONTRACT AUSTIN, TX 78714
DISCOUNT TERM: NET30
SHIP VIA:

oI TOTAL

ITEM DESCRIPTION

1 THREE (3) ADULT MONGREL/HOUNDS
TO BE DELIVERED ON JUNE 7, 2018
BOC: 2632 FM8 LINE: 001

2 THREE (3) MONGREL/HOUNDS TO BE
DELIVERED JUNE 21, 2018
BOG: 2632 FMS LINE: 001

3 THREE (3) MONGREL/HOUNDS TO BE
DELIVERED OCTOBER 4, 2018
BOC: 2632 EMS LINE: 001

ITEMS CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

AUTHORITY FOR PURCHASE P.O. NO. PO DATE TOTALY 42721.50

FAR 13 541-082015 4/5/2018
CONTRACTING OFFIGER . DATE SIGNED PHONE FAX
/ES/ADAM WEBER 4/23/2018210:18  937-268-6511 9372625974

FUND CERTIFICATION: The supplies/services listed on this request are properly
chargeable to the following allotments, the available balances of which are
sufficient to cover the cost thereof, and funds have been obligated,

APPROPRIATION: 368/90161-2821 OBLIGATED BY: JES/TIMOTHY J. HERRONDATE: 4/24/2018
COST CENTER: 812400 BOCY: 2632  AMOUNTI: 42721.50 FMs LINE: 001
SOURCE CODE: SUPPLY-2 FISCAL-3

FCP/PRJ: 820010100

90-2138-7-ADP, JAN 1984




USING SERVICE COPY PAGE NO. 2 OF 2 PAGES
(CONTINUATION) DATE: 4/5/2018  PQ # DB2015
ISSUING OFFICE: DEPT. OF VETERANS AFFAIRS  VENDOR:; MARSHALL FARMS GROUP, LTD

UNIT TOTAL
1TEM DESCRIPTION ary  UNIT £osT cosT

4 THREE (3) MONGREL/HOUNDS TO BE 3
DELIVERED NOVEMBER 1, 2018
BOC: 2632 FMS LINE: 001

5 THREE (3) MONGREL/HOUNDS TO BE 3
DELIVERED JANUARY 10, 2019
BOG: 2632 FMS LINE: 001

6 THREE ¢3) MONGREL/HOUNDS TO BE 3
DELTVERED FEBRUARY 14, 2019
BOC: 2632 FMS LINE: 001

7 THREE ¢3) ADULY MONGREL/HOUNDS 3
TO BE DELIVERED APRIL 4, 2019
BOG: 2632 FMS LINE: 001

Contract betwesn@l@* and Marshall BioResources
for the purchase ot arimals, Please give to Angie Carpenter,
who is the C§ for previsus PO DBO00G. First delivery witl be
June 7, 2018 and last delivery will be April 4, 2019. Schedule

of ﬂeliveiies are needed for the [(JEGNE study. Admin contact:

"PREPARED BY ANGIE CARPENTER, CONTRAGT SPECIALIST,
ANGIE, CARPENTERBVA. GOV

V.A. TRANSACTION NUMBERS:
541-18-3-2821-0255

TOTALS CARRIED FORWARD TO FIRST SHEET:  25507.50

90-2139-ADP, MAY 1985




SOLIGITATIQNIGCJNTRAGTIORDER FOR GOMMERGIAL ITEMS
OFFEROR TO COMPLETE BLOCKS 12, 17, 23, 24, & 30

17 RERURBTION NO. PAGE 1 OF

541-18«3-2821~0285

20

2, GONTRAGT NO, 3, AWARD/EFFEGTIVE DATH 4, GROER NO, 8, BOLIGTATION NUMHER 8 SOLICITATION [8§UE DATE
04-20~2018
3602501892106 36¢25018P2106
] ; . NAME b, TELEPHONE NO. (N0 Colect Cita) 8. OFFER DUR DATELOCAL
7. FOR SQLIGIATION " angte Carpentes 0372686511 %4049 TIvE
INFORMATION CALL: gle Caxp 3 P ™
0. IBSUED BY CONE 360280 10.THis ACQUISITiON 18 [ K unREsTRIGTEDOR [ sETAsIDE: | %FOR:
' AL HUSINASS WOMEH-OWNED EMALL BUSINESS
bapartmant of Veterans Affalrs m {:] (WORH) ELIGIBLE UNDER THE WOMEROWNED
Notwork Contracting Office 10 . [ Yyszons suALL SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAM Nals: 112880
3140 Governor’y Place Blvd, Suite 210 EOWOSH
Kettering OH 45409-1337 ' 35?&7&%“’&5” ' §IZE STANDARIY
swaLbusess L) gy $0.75 dillion
11, DELIVERY FOR POB OESTINA- 12, DISCOUNT TERMS 18b, RATING
'1|Of§( &LEE&%LOL’K‘& [::l 180, THIS CONTRACT IB A W/A
[:] . ) Sﬁfé‘?&%ﬁi“,}f&"m : MHonoﬁfﬁJcmﬂon
..} she ekeouLE _ RFG [:]RFP
18, DEUVERTO coue 366541 18, ADMINISTRRED BY Gove | 360250
Department of Veterany dMfalrs
Toula Btokas Cleveland VA Madioal Center Department of Veterans Affalrs
Natwork Contragting Qffice 10
10701 Bagy plvd 3040 Governor’s Place Blvd, Suite 210
*Cleveland OH 44106“1‘702 Rettering OH 45409-1337 )
17s, CONTRAGTOR/OFFEROR  GODE ! ooom , PAGILITY 000E | ] 49, PAVMERT WILL 65 MADE BY cong|

MARSHALL PARMS GROUP, 11D,
MARSHALL BIORUSOURCES

4800 LAKE BLUFF RD

g 15-58742295

Te,EPHoNe NOT IR 0N 0492533005k

Department of Veterans Affadyy
PHS=VA-2 (101)

Fludnelial Sexvices Center

PO Roy 149971

Austin X 78714097

PHONE:! FAX:

10k SUBNIT INVOTCES TO ADDRESS SHOWN IN BLOGK 18 LINLESS BEDCK BELOW .té"(:HECKEO

[:] 17h, GHECK (P REMTTANCE I8 DIFPBRENT AND PUT GUGH ADURESE 1§ OFFER [:] SEE ADDENBUM
Ny 3 ONTINUAT I ‘ , 9 24,
. rrm?ug, HGHEOULE 3’9 suwpulgssan%i(%I ATION Page autry i tgw'z Price Am&@m

PLEASE BEE SCHEDULE

(541~pB2015)

(Uu Revarss armbinr A Addivanat Sheeld ot Nocesitny)

NOTE: ALL INVOICKS AND SHIPMENTS MUST CONTAIN BOXH THE VA
ORDER NUMBER (J6C26010¥2106) AND THE PO/OBLIGATION NUMBER

T, AGGLUNTING AND ABPROPRIATION DATA S CORTINOKTION BE58

. -
6. TOTAL AWARD AMGUNT (For Gav, Uss Only)

DELIVER ALL IYEME SET FORTH OR QTRERWISE IDENTIFIED AHOVE AND ON ANY
ADDITIONAL SHEBTS SUBJECT TO THE TERMS ANLY CONRITIONS BPECIFIED

o

+ 121,50
] 275, SOUGITATION INCORPORATES BY REPERENCE FARS2.242-1, 822124, PAR 522123 ANO 52.212.8 AR ATTAGHED. ABDENDA JArE | JAreNoT ATTACHED.
X 27b, CONTHARTPURCHASE GRDBR INCORPORATES 0Y REFERENGE FAR 82,2124, FARL 822128 18 ATTAGHED: ABDENDA [ ane [Tjomenorarraces .
28, CONTRACTOR I REQUIRKE T SIGN THIR DOCUMENT AND RETURN L3 o  ANAGD OF GONIRAPT: REF. ORUGINAL— ~ofren
" COPIES TO ISSUING DFFIGE, CONTRACTOR AGREES 1O FURNISH AND) DATED VOUR GIFER SNEGTGATION

(BLOUK 8, INCLﬁaNCM AEDBIIONG G CHANGES WHIGH ARE
SHT FORTH HEREIN 1§ ACCEPTEDAG TO ITEMY:

30n, SIGNATURE OF QFFERORICONTRACTOR

3, UNITED- STATE& aF AM!?RIM (GKINATURE OF CONTRAGY INO O

ADAM P, WEBER 977305 Dl e by ACAM P, WEBER 977305

Date: 20180473 1011111 400"

30h, NAME AND TiTLE oF B:IGNER ((YPEOR PﬁlNﬂ 300, DATE SIGNED

1b. NA %%F;‘GGNT ﬂAG‘gNG GPRIGER (TYPEOR PRINT) dto, DATE NQNEO

AUTHORIZED FOR LOGAL REPRODUCTION
PREVIQUS BOFION [8 ROT USABLE

STANDARD FORM 1448 ([REV, 212012)
Proscuiond by G5A - FAR (48 CFR) 83212




36C25018P2106

'I‘aible of Contents
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36C25018P2106

CONTINUATION PAGE

A.2 PRICE/COST SCHEDULE

ITEM INFORMATION

ITEM DESCRIPTION OF , N
- NUMBER  SUPPLIES/SERVICES  QUANTITY  UNIT UNIT PRICE. AMOUN1

Three (3) adult male ( b) (4)
mongrel/hounds; >9
months, 22-32kg
To be delivered on June
7,2018
NOQOTE: Can substitute
- females if no males are
available. ‘ ~
Funding/Req. Number; | (NG 51 15-3-2521.0255
0002 Three (3) adult male 300 EA  [{JNEY
mongrel/hounds: >9
months, 22-32kg
To be delivered on June
21,2018 :
NOTE: Can substitute
females if no males are
available,

Funding/Req. Number: |
0003 Three ¢3) adult male 3.00
mongrel/hounds; >9
months, 22-32kg
To be deliveréd on
October 4, 2018
NOTE; Can substitute
females if no males are
available,

Funding/Req, Number: |

0004 Three (3) adult male 3.00 EA

mongrel/hounds; >9

months, 22-32kg

To be delivered on

November [, 2018

NOTE: Can substitute

females If no males are

available,

Funding/Req. Number: 1
0005 Three (3) adult male 3,00 EA
mongrel/hounds; >9
months, 22-32kg 5
To be delivered on
January 10, 2019
NOTE: Can substitute

B 541.18-3-2821-0255

) 541-18-3-2821-0255

Page 3 of 20




36C25018P2106

females if no males are
available,

Funding/Req. Number: |
0006 Three (3) adult 3.00 EA
mongrel/hounds: >9
months, 22-32kg
To be delivered on
February 14,2019 .
NOTE: Can substitute
females if no males are
available,

Funding/Req. Numbet: 1 ‘

0007 Three (3) adult male 3.00 EA

mongrel/hounds: >9

months, 22-32kg

To be delivered on April

4,2019

NOTE: Can substitute

females if no males are

available,

Funding/Req, Number: |

541-18-3-2821-0253

(b) (4)

541-18-3-2821-0255

GRAND $42,721.50
TOTAL

ACCOUNTING AND APPROPRIATION DATA
REQUISITION

ACRN  APPROPRIATION NUMBER AMOUNT

541-368/90161-2821-812400 All 541-18-3-2821.0255 $42,721.50

Other Intra-3130 Medical, Dental (]
and Scilen-820010100

Page 4 of 20




36C25018P2106

A3 DELIVERY SCHEDULE

DELIVERY

ITEM NUMBER QUANTITY  DATFE

ALY, SHIP TO: Department of Veterans Affalrs SEE A2 7TJune 2018 -4
Louis Stokes Cleveland VAMC PRICE/COST  April 2019
10701 East Boulevard SCHEDULE
Cleveland, OH 44106 1702 ‘
usa

Page 5 0f 20




36C25018P2106

ADDITIONAL SIMPLIFIED ACQUISITION TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Ad 52.212-4 CONTRACT TERMS AND CONDITIONS—COMMERCIAL
ITEMS (JAN 2017)

{8) fspection/déceptonce. The Contragtor sl oty fendar for aucnpmﬁea those iteis that ﬂontmrm o
the. requirements of this contigt.” The Covernment rasurvEs the tlght lo: Inspect or Test dny supplies o
serviees that hive been tendered for acveptance. The Government may require repalr or replacement of
nm&mnt‘c}ming supplies o repirformanos ol nonton fie ming services at no Ingraude In Sontract prive, ¥
repair/replacement or reperfarmance will not cosrac the defects or i3 not pﬂsstbm, the Covernmment may
sk an equititile prive rédustion eradequinte wonslderation for aceeptarics of nonconfornt ng supplies or
pirvices, The Goveriniont titst sxerédse s post-aocaptanse m,ht&w

{13 Within s seugonalle time after the defiect wily disgovisrad or should Have bean discovinmd; and

L3y Befors: Any subitantial vhange opeues in the condition:of the fem, unless the thatge Jodus Lo the
dafeot In the liem, p

(b Agslgrmment, The Conitractor or 1ts assignee ray assign its rights to recelve paymént dus as a result of
parformance-of this contract toa bank; trust company, ot othor Aianci ng intitution, including any
Foderal londing dgensy in decordande with the Assignment of Claims At (31 LLE.C.3727), Ffuwwar
wihien o'third party makes payinent (8.2, v3¢ of the Governmentwide commeretal pusehnse card); the.
Contracior iy not usstgn bts riphts td-recsive payment under this contragt.

{e) Changes: Changes in the terms and-conditions of this contract may be made only by written
pEzteinnt OF this partiss, '

(d) Disputes, This Gantract s subject Lo 41 LL5.C, slmpter 71, Contract Dispites, Failure of the paitles to
- this contragtto reach agresment on any requisst for equitable sdjustment, claim, fppeal or action arising
pider-or relating-to-this contract shall be w dispure to be resolved in accordance with the lause st FAR
§2.233-1, Dispies, whihi i Tnvarporated herdin by refarence, Tha Contractor shall proceed diligently
with performance of this contiaet, pending final resatution of any dispute arfsing under the Sontract,

{8Y Defnivions, The chuse st FAR ﬁﬁ.imwl « Dsfinitions, I8 inéarporated herein by reference.

(1) Hensable dabays, The Contractor shall ba Heble tor default unless norpsriormance is caused by an
pecurrence beyond the ressonable oontral of the Contractor and without its fault or hegligence such as,
#els of Gosd or the pullic engmy, dets ol the Governmunt in sithier Tts soversigh or a::cmtmmnt capazity,
fires, Hoods, epldembizy, quarantine restrictions, strlkes, unusuplly severs wegther, and delays 6f comimon
carriars, The Contrastor shall notify the Contracting Officer in wrltlhg as soon-as It is reasonably posstble
after the commdncement of any sxousable delay, setting forth the full darticulars i conndction therewith,
shiall renigdy such ozeurrence with all reasonsbly dispatel, wd shall promptly give written notice to the
Contracting Officer of the cessation of such ogcurrence,

{g} lnvoiee,

Page 6 of 0




J6C25018P2106

{13 Thia Contractor shiall subimit ar original | nvoice and threa saples(or aleatronio thveles, it
anthorized) o the aﬁdfm digignated In thia-eéntrhcl T rateive volges, An trvoles must inelude—

{1y Nama aid addreis of the Contractor;
{1} Involee dité mnd numiber;
(i) Contract umbet, iiga& Ttain sumber i, !f’appﬁu}mia , this order numbor; '
{9 Dasoription, quinitity, tnlt of messure unlt price and sxtended prive of the itoms deivered;
{V) Bhipphug numbey nid e of shipseit, fioluding the bill of lading number and weight of
shipment if shipped on Govermmi erit bil) of nding:
(v1) Tarms of atry dlseount for prompt payment difered;
{vii) Mame and hedddedss of-olficial to-whom paynisnt 8 o basens;
"(?iil} Wi, Ak, and il!’ﬂmé b 6F person 16 aony in event of defeotive lovolee wid

mquir:?tl n!ﬁaw et m tilis wnimt
(x) Blectionic funds traisfer (BFT) banking information,

[A) The Contmotor shall Iehide BET banking luformation on the involos only I requined elsewhicre
I this gontract,

(B) IFEFT banking Information {s not required to bo.on tha lnvoles, in order for the Involes fo bea
proper invoice, tha Gontrattor Sl have submitted codest BFT banking information In sospidancs with
the applicable solléltation provision, cohtract claisa (e, o 52,232-33, Prymont by Hlsotronts Punds
Transfr—Systam for Awnrd Minagement, or §3.232:34, Puyment by Blectronte Fonds Trangfor--Other
Than Systam for Award Mariagement), or spplicable agéney procedures:

(CYEFT bpnking informition 1s not veguived ifthe Government walved thé reguiremard to pay by
BET,.

1) livoleds will be handled in ascordanct with the Prompt Payment Act (31 U8, 3903) and Office
of Manugement und Budget (OMB) prompt payment regulations at § CFR part 1315,

(h) Patert iuchemnity. The Contractor shull indernify the Government-and lts officers, smployees and
agonly agalnst Hability, Incluiding vosts, for notusl Gralleged dlreot or contribulory infiingoment of, or
Indhicament to Infringe, uny Unlted States or forelgn patent, tradomark or copyr i, arising out of the
pertormance of this contract, provided the Contristor is reasonably norified of such elaims and:
pricendinm,

(1) Paymaint—

(1) drems aevepred, Peyment shall be made for items aceepted by the Government that have been
deliverisd to the dilivery destirntions set f6rth fn thi§ snitract,

Page 7 of 20
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(2 FPrompt paymeit, The Government wil make payment in accordinge with the Prompt Paymigtt At
(31 L8 3903) and promipl payment regulationsat § CFR part 1314,

{3 Blectvonte Fitnds Frimufer (BT 1T the ﬂmrammm\t makes payment by BFT, see 52:212:5(h) for
the.approprisie EFT tlase.

() Diseaun. To connection with sy diseount gitersd for warly paymént, time shall bis comiputed from
the date of thi invoice. Fpr-thie purpose of pomputing the diseount eamnad, payiment shiall bie Sonsldercd 19
Jigwe been maide wn the date Whish appedrs n the payment choek or thig spucifiod payment date ifan
eleotronle funds-transfir p’tymum s made.

{5 Evernayments, 1 ihe wmmim leweiris award 07 duplicate poniract Hilduging br Invoioe
payment or that the Covernment has otherwlse pverpaid on a contract. ﬁnaﬂcing o dnvotoe paymmﬁ, the
Gontragtor shall-

(i) Remit the overpayient amount ta the payment office cited Iu this contract along with & daseription
of the-overpayment Includiing the—

LAY Glrovmstanses of the overp aymmﬂ (8.0, dupliciate payment, srronsous payment, Hguidation
ertors, datels of overpayment);

(1) Affected conteact number and delivery order number, 1applicable;
©(CY Affboted lne ftem or subling fem, Wapplicable; and
{135 Contractor point of contad,
(i) Provide & copy of the reamittahes and sippoiting docamentation 1o the Confracting Oficer
1(6) Hiterest,

(1) Allimotints st become payable by the Contragior to he Goverimidnt under this contract shall
bearstple lnterest from the date-due until patd unless pald within30 days of beoombng due: The-interest
fatd shall ba thi Interest fite gstablished by the Becrelary of the Treasury d3 provided In 41 LLSG, 7108,
which s appﬁzzahw foi th, ;{mriad In whish the smpunt begomes dug, a8 provided In {f}(ﬁj{v} of thils élagse,

and then at the rateapplicable for snch six-tonth period as-fixed by the Secrstary- wnitil the:-amonnt is
praid,

{ii) The Qoiverniient may mue # deineind mr paymeritto the Contractor upion finding & dobi fs dus
wridher (he coniiael,

(i) Final devivians, The Contradting Officer will Issue & fing] decision as required by 33.211 it

{A) The Contracting Officer and the Conlragtor dre uriable to reach agréenient on the existence or
amount of & debt within 3 days:

{BY The Contractor falls to lighildars.adebt previously demanded by the Contracting Officer. within
the timetine spestficd n the demand For-payment unless the amounts ware not repatd:because the
Contiaitor bas requested an installment piyiment agréament; or

~ 4C) The Conteactor requpats # deferment dfgallection on adebd previously demanded by the
Conteactbng Cificer {see 32,607-2),
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(iv).JF & demand for payment was previously lssied for the debt, the deimand for payment ingluded in
Ve finial decision &bl Tdentity thie sante dues date ay tho vriginal demand for payment:

(v) Amoungs shall be duent the sarilest of the f’m,]lwing_ dares:
(A) This dlate fivad under this sontract,

() Tha dute m’t i Firit virltten derand for payment, including-any demand ﬁw paymant tesnltlng
e & default teemination,

{wd) The Interest shinrge shall be computed for the actual numbér of Galndar days involved begiruing
o the due date and mimg [fpn

(A The dite on which the desighiated office reculves payment from the Contractor;

(8) The dete of lssuangs of 6 Giovemment.chick to e Contragtar from which an smiunt otherwiss
peiyable s been withheld an & credit against the contract-debt; or

{C) The daw o which anamount withheld and applied tocthe conteact debt woulﬂ otherwise have
bectme payabie to the Contesioiar,

(vil) The Inneest eliargs e wnder thig olause may be reduced undse th prosedires preseribed [n
32,8083 of tha hetteral Acgulsition Regulation tn efféet on the date of this sontract:

{3 Risk-of oss. Unlegsthe sontrdot specitloally provides utherwise, visk of 1oy or dmage 10 tha sipplies
provided under this contraat shiall rematn with the Contractor undil, sod shall pass to the Government
Wproinss

(1) Dstivery of the supplies (o varrder, If transportation Is fo.b, origin or

{4} Dollvery of the supplies fo the Goverimant at the dedtination specified In the contracy, 1
iranaportation 1 £:o.4 destination,

(K} Taxss The vontruct prise Intludes all apphcsble Faderal, State, and loval taes and dutiss,

(1) Terminaiton for the Government's comvéntene, The Govemment rﬁﬂ&ﬁk’%ﬁ tha right t termlnate this
contract, or any part heoaof, for its sole eonvenience. ln the svedt of such termination, the Contrastor shadl
hnmediately stop all work hersunder and shiall fmimediataly cause any and sl of s SuppHvts and "
subsonitristors fo oese wark, -Bubjeet th the terms 6T this contract, the Contrctor shall be piid a
percentage of the contract prioe roflesting the parcentage of'the work petformed prior to the tioffee of
termination, plus reasonable charges the Contrastor tan déminstrati 1o hs satisfaction of the Governmant
ustng ts stundard record Keiping system, lave resuliod from the termination, The Contractor shiall ot b
required fo comply: with the cost ageounting standards or contract eost peinciples for this purpose, This

paragragh dobs not gwe Hie Government nny right to audit the Cr:ﬁtm@mrs reeonds, The Contrdotor shell
m;xt fs. puid for vy wark perfarmed or ciosts inourvsd which rensonably could have bieen avilded,

{va} Terminasfiw for egiwe. The Sovernoiont may terminmte this ctintrast, of dny parl hersof, for cause In
fhe event of any defaolt by the Contranter, orifthe Cantragtor falls to comply with any contract terms and
wonditions, or fafls 6 provide the Governmient, upon request, with adequats assurarices of future.
potformunce. Tn the evant of bermination For cause, the Clovernment sliall notbe lidbla to the Cofitédétor
for any sount for supplles of services not sucepled, and the l':ammamr shall be Hahle 1o the Govermment
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for sny and all Rights and remedies provided by Jaw. I it {s detarmined that the Goverhment improperly
terminitedd his eoitpnet Tor default, such termination shall be deemed i tarminstion for acnvamunee

{n} Title. Unless spevified alsewlerd In this contract, ﬁtlm to ftems Farnished under this contract shall
pass. o the Govermrient npon sessplance, wgardiess of when or whebe ihe Clovernment thkis physidal
possission.

(o) Warranty. 'The Qontractor wareants:and {mpligs that the ftervs delivered hereurider nre muschantable
arid £ foi vsg i‘ﬁr vhig particulir purpose degoribed In this contract,

(o) Liniiterien uf Hability, Bxcipt ngatherwiss provided by an oxprass wstanty, the (‘mumcmr will siot
bis Hible to e Governiment for sonsequentin] damages resulting from ny dufest br defidtendloy in
auwptad items.

() Ohercompliamees. The Gontractor shall somply with-sll applicable Faderal; State-ard Joaal Jawy,
pxkOUlive Orders, rilés ind regulations upptiseble T fty perforomines under i sl

m r:m:mifam wm‘: !Ws mie;w m %:?mmmm mmmw "I"hu (:'mmmr ngrees ta cmmply wi:ih :i .

IB LI 5 (Z}. 431 ml&ﬂng m nﬂ’ieials nw& to bamﬁf,, 40 U 8.0, chap‘mr 3?, »'Z;‘um;mt Wﬁrk Hours arid ﬁafﬁty
Standardig 41 LB.C, dhapter 87, Kiokbaoks; 41 U8.C, 4712 aid 10 U8.C. 2409 miatmg 10
whigtleblower: protestichs: 49 UiS.C. 40118, Fly Anterfear; and 41 U480, r:hﬁptm 21 velating 1o
provprernent. itsmgrifya

{s) Crder nf precedenoe. Any incensistenoles {n this solicitation or contract shall be resolved by g;xvia‘ag
precadence in the follawing order;

{y Themﬁegm uf-f‘supp Hes/sarvions:
(2) um Msigmnems. I‘}Lspmaa, Pnymgnw. Inwim mhnr mmrﬂmm&, ﬁﬂmplime with Laws Lnique

(3) The szmﬁyﬁ;m 5221445,

(4) Addunita o tl‘ﬂfaim‘li;&i‘mﬁnﬁ Or gottract, Iﬂ'@lm‘iiﬁﬂjm’ licensh ogriemants Tor computer suftware,
(5} Sollcitation provisions 1ihis is o solleifation,

() Othier paragraphs of thia clanss,

(7) The Standard Form 1449,

{8) Other dovurmnts, exhibits, and nttachaents

{9) The spacification,
() Spstoms for Award Meanagement (SAM).

{1) Unless exeripted by an addendum to this contragt, the Contravtor fa responsible during parfbrmanca
and through firis) payment of sny eiohtrict for the a6 ey sied somplatotioss of the data within the SAM
distabse; wnid Tor dny Hublily resulting fom the Gévernmentts reliante on ingesiitats or Inermplate dats,
To rematn reglstered in the SAM database after the inftlal registration; the Contractor s required to
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tview aigl ugidate onan-anniml basis from the dateof initial registration or subsequent updates s
information T the SAM database 16 ensurg 11 Iy curent, aepupsts ant gomplate, Uptatlg informition in
the SAM dows not alter the terms and conditions of this contragt and-is riot g substitiite fora properly
ukecutad coMrastual dogument,

{2 1a Contiastior hasleghlly ehanged its busingss nama, "dn!ng business as” name, or division
nww (wixfchewr Ia s{lmwn ] tha mntemt}, or hm trmmmd the aasms uwd in pﬂlﬁf?l‘mm}; the r;_pmrmt
I m k}uhpart 42 12 the (lnmrricmr r«hall piovide ihﬁ mspanalbla (:ﬁﬂlrming ﬂﬂmar am nimum M‘ ong
businuss duy's: oriiten natification of s-dntention 1o {M gzhmsga thie e v thiz SAM. ﬂaﬁbm, {B)
comply with the requirsments of subpart 42125 and {3y agres-in writing to the timeling and pm:mciums
spseifled by the respansible Contragting Oficsr. The Contrasior must provide with the ntification
sufficient dosumentation to miipportthe ingsﬂiy changsd fiame.

(ll} 1f thie Contragtor falls to comply iwith the requirements of pardgraph (0231 oF this elause, o fils.
to pgrform the agrsement at patagraph {t)[l%}{ J(C) df this elause, and, in the absence o properly
W ERTILY uwvmion fir ﬁﬁﬂﬂg@»nwmmu agmmﬁnt, the SAM information thi shiws the Contraptar te be
other than thie Contractor Indicated In the sontract will b gonsidered 6 be Incorrect Information within
the meaning of the "Susperision of Payment" paragraph: of the electronle funds transter (EF TS clause of
this gontragt,

{3) The. Conteagtor ﬁhﬂii gt change the hame or sddvags for BFT paymenis or manyal payments, b3
appropilate, In the BAM record to vefleet an nssiigries for the purpost of assipnmont ofelaig (see Subpart
3.8, Assignment of Clalms), Assipnees shall be separately registered bn the BAM database, Information:
provided to the Contractor's SAM record {hat indicttes pa;mwms, nzfuding thoss made.by BFT, loan
witimiate regiplent ather than that Contrastér will ie considered to be necrrest Information within ths
meaning of the " Suspension of payment” paragraph of the BFT ehiuse-of this GONEract.

{#) Offerors-and Contrigiory may obtajn iﬂf'mmmim on wgvstratian and annual confirmation
reguiténiants vio SAM seeessed through hitosniwsyw.as

() Lhninathorized Cbligations,

- (1) Excapt as stafed in pmgraph {(u(2) of this elause, whén dny'supply orservics aeguired under this
worteaed % sub_wct to iy Bod Usior Lisense Agresront (BULAY, Torms of Service (TOSY, or slmillar legal
Insteument or agreement, that fnclides any cleuse requiring the Government to indemnify the-Contractor
or dity persiin of entlty Tor damages, costy, fees, or any other (oss or Habillty that would sreEate an Antk
Deficieny At violation (31 11.6.C 1341), the Tollowing shall povern:

{0 Any sl r:'hmaé ts urenforcedhle agaltist the Government.

(i) Netthier the Governmegntaor sny Govermnent suthorized edd usershinll be deened to have gureed
ta such clause by virtue: of it appaaringﬁn the BULA, TOS, or similar legal. Instrument or agraement. If the
BULA, TOS, or simllar legal Instrimiant or ngreemiont is nvoked thmug,h an*l agren® elick box or other
r.umpurahl&: migclianism (g2, “eHek-wrap™ or “hrowse-weap™ agreements), exeution dovs not bing the.
Goverrment or any Government authorized end user to such clause.

{iil) Any such clavse is deemed 10 be stricken from the EULA, TOS, or similur legal instrument or
agresment,
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{2) Priragraph (w1} of this ohuse doss not apply tor indemmification by the Govemment thm i -
exprassly suthtrizsd by sttuts and speeifidally wuthortzed nnder applicable agency regulatlons and
procedures.

(v) Tnearporation by reference, The: Contractor’s represontations and sertifigations, ndluding those
eommplated Llantmnieally wia the System lor Award Management (SAM),are Incorporated by reference
Trito the comeast,

(nd oF Clause) '
ADDENDUM to FAR $2.212-4 CONTRALT TERMS AND GONDITIONS—COMMERCIAL ITEMS

Chaiises that are Incorporated by vefarence (by Citation Mumber, Tile, dnd Ham)\. Tiiive the sume forco
and effout a5 1 thisy were given-in full fext. Upon request, the Gontranting Officer-will mike thitr fiall g
wvatiable,

The »ffﬁéiipwiglg; chauses ary incorporated Into 5.3&13&4 as an addondum to this contract:
A5 VAAR 85220370 COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING (JAN 2008)

The bidder or offaror sgrees:thiat £ contract Is.atnrded to himher, a8 result of this soliehation, Tw/she
will not advertise the award ol the. oonttae it hig/her commpreial advertisng in sucha mannet-as o state
or-iimply that the Diepartment of Viterans Afaies endorses & provduct, project of eommerdial ling of:
videavor,

A{End of Clause)
A6 VAAR 852,232.72 ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION OF PAYMENT REQUESTS
(NOV 2012)
(o) Defiviteions. As used i this olagse—
(1 i_{?ammtzrﬁnmmmg papment lias the meanhng given In Fé&i‘{ 32,001,
(2) Devignuted vgency offive his the meantng given In 5 CRR 1315.2(m).

(3) Eloctronte fari means an-automated system transniltting information electronteally aceordlng to
tha

Avcepted plectronte dath trangmisgion nsstheds and formats identified Tn porigraph () of this olause,
Fucsimile; enil,-and sodmed documents are not aceeptable slectranic forms for submissian of payment
(FLHETER

(4) tnvoice payment has the meaning given In FAR 32,001,

(5) Payment reguest means any request for contract ﬂnmmng paymentor involee payment submbiad
by the contractor under this contraot,

{b) Klectronic payment veguesty. Lixeopt gy provided in paragraph (e) of this tlouse, the contragtor shall
submlt payfent requests In glesteonie Fortn, Purchises paid with & Governmistit-wide conimendal
purihase card sre considered to be an elsstronls teansaction For purposes of this mh} and therefong no
additlonal elestronit involce submission is requived,
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(o) Data trigmission, A contractor must ensure that the data transmission methotl and format are
thirtith owe of e ol ldwing:
{13 VA% Blectronie Jnmma Pregentment wrid Payment Sysioin. (See Web slte at
Ritpudt wi fie v gmfﬁ!nwiae asp)

(z) Any gystem thal conforms to the X 13 electecnle data mterchnnge CEDIY formats ostablished by the
Aereiited Standards Conter (ASC) and chartered by the American Natipnal Standards Institue {ANSI).
The ¥12 DT Web.gite (fnpddoswet 2.ove) Includes additional infoematisn on BT §10 nd 81)
formats.:

(d) Involee reguirements, Tnvolees shall comply with FAR 33,908,

(o) Bxveptions. If, bused-on one 6F the elraumstanés below, the contraetl ng oificer directs thiit payment
rigquests b madde by mall, the contraotor shall submil payment roquests by ma It-through the United States-
Peistal Barvlte 1o 1ha deslgnited npency offiée. Submisslon of payment requests by mall miay be requived
fior;

1) Awards made to-forelpn vondars for work parformed otiside the Uniied States;

(2) Cladsiied contracts or pirehases when elaetronie submission and pmea«m!ng ol payment régquesty
coulld compromise the-safvguarding of classifled or prlvacy information;

(3) Contracts nwarded by opnteact ng; officers In the sonduet of emergency operations, suchas
pasponsey (0 nationa] Bmétgencles;

4) Boltcitations dr doniratts in which the.destgnated agéncy offiee is a VA sptity gthier than the VA
Firianitel Serviees Center i Austin, Texug: or

{5) Solicitations o gonteacts fy whith the VA deslpmated agoney pifice doss hot have elsotronie
involeing capabitlity as deseribed above,

(End of Clause)

AT VAAR §52.246-71 INSPECTION (JAN 2008)

Relectod gobds will be held stibjectto coniractors ordar for nol mere than 13 days, alter which the
refected merchandise will be returned to the contractor's address at histher risk and expeuse. Expenses
Ineident to the exumination dnd testiig of inatérialy orsupplied thal have hogn rejeated will be Eharged to
ik Sontmitars accoumt;

(End of Claise)
A8 52,252-2 CLAUSES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE (FEB 1998)

This contrat Insorpotales ot o mord vlatises by raferance, with the game foece and effestas i they
ware given in Tull text. Upon réquest, the Conteneting OF figer will mule thehrfull lext available, Also, the
fill text of'n clause may be accessed elestranically at thivthese address( (o)

hﬁp?:.*fwww;nm’uisitiian;g‘n}wf&Zg_rfizn_tim,hnn1
hitpetswvirw v govd ol librarysvasy
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: (End of Clavse}
A9 NOTICE LISTING CLAUSES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE
The following clalises aie hareliy incorporated by reference (by Citation Number, Tile, sad Date) in

- gtordunes with the clangs st FAR 522324 CL AUSER INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE"
containgd in this document, Sed AR 32.252-2 for an inteenot addréss (i apeoified) fur electronic noeess

to the full text of z-clause: ,_ ;
FEPERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR Chaptor 1)

FAR Tiile Date
332040 PROVIDING ACCELERATED PAYMENTS TO SMALL DEC 03
BUSINESS SUBCONTRACTORS

(Endl of Addendum to 52.212-4)

.m 522135 CONTRACT TERMS AND ﬂﬂﬁﬁl’l‘lﬁfﬂﬁ REQWREB TO
IMPLEMENT STATUTES OR EXECUTIVE ORDERS—COMMERCIAL FTEMS

(FAN 2018) |

{8} The Coribrotor shsll vtmply with the following Feder) Arquisition Regulation (FAR) cliiuses,
whith v Incorporated T this sonteuat by veferetcy, o implament provisions of law or Bxgeiiive orders
applicable to aequisiifons of commerclal ftems:

(1) 82.203-19, Prohibitlon on Regilring Certedn Internal Confidentlality Agreamants or Statements
(JANZOIT (seetion 743 of Division By Title V11, of the Consafiaed and Further Continuing
Approplationy Aot 2013 (Pib, L, 113 13235y and Ity woocessor piovisions in subsebuent wptofriativns
acts (and as extended in.continuing msoluﬂms}“}

(2) 52,209-10, Prohibition ou Contrasting with liverted Domestle Corporations (NOV 2018),
{'3’}.%‘%-133#3‘?@*@ After Award (Aug 1996) (31 U8, "wsa)

{4y 52,2334, Appiimh e L tor Bresch of Contraet Clalin {Oat 2004) (Public. Laws 10877 and 108~
78 (19 ULE.C. 3808 note)),

{b) The Contrastor shall mnply with the FAR olauses in this paragmph (b} thest the wnﬁ-mﬂng Offiger
his indivated as Helng Incorparated In thils contrant by refereuce to implament pmv%sim of law of
Bxetutive orders. spphicable to mqulsﬁinns of commeralal toms:

[1 {1y 52,203+, Restrictlons on Subooniractor Qﬂlea 1o the Govertimant (Sept 2006), with Alternate 1
(Bt 19%} (M R 704 and 10 11.8.0. 24023, '

[T (2)52.203-13, Contractor Code.of Business Ethics and Conduot (OCT 20 18) (41 UL8.C. 3509),

[ (3)52.203-18, Whistleblower Protections under the American Resovery and Relnvestment Act of
2009 (JUN 2010) (Sestion 1383 of Pubi L. 111-5). (Applles to vontrecti furided by the Amarioan
Recovery and Relnvestment Aot of 2009,}
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X (#) 5220410, Reporting Executive Compensation and First-Tier Subsontract Awnrds (OCT
2015) (Pub L, 100-283) (31 US.C. 6101 nots),

[} (5) [Ragerved)

[] {ﬁ} 82, 20414, Bervios f::ummm Reporting Requiremonts (ac:r'*m&; {Pub, L, 111117, setion
T3 of Div, (3,

[1 (75220415, Servloe Contags Reporting Requlfements for Indefinite-xlivary Contrdots (::m‘
2018) tPub. L, 111117, section 743 of Div. €

X (8) 52:209-6, Proteciing the Government's Interast Wheh Subconittadting with Contradtors
Diberted, Swspondod, or Proposed for Debarment, (OCT 2018) (31 1.8.C. 6101 noté),

[1 19)82; 099, Updama of Publicly Avallabls Information n;agardmg mmpummmty M’umﬂ {hul
2013) (41 UB.C: 2313), |

[1 (10} [Ressrved]
[1 (LM 52,2193, Notice wf HUBZone Set-Aside-br Bole-Soures Awnid (NOV2011) (13 U8.2,
B574). _

1 () Alternnte TINGY 201 1) of $3,219.9,

[1 (1)) 52.219-4, Nolice of Price Evaluatioh Préfsrence for HUBZane Srall Businss Concsrns
(O 3014) (¥ the offeror sleats to walve the prafevence, it shall so indivaterln it tvftbxj {15 115.8. 657a),

[} (1} Abtsrnate | (JAN 2011y of $2.319-4,
[0 {13y [Reserved)

(] (10} 5221946, Nothes of Tatal Small Businsss Set-Aside (NOV 2011) (15 U1.8:C. 644),

[) (i Alteinste 1 (NOV 20143,

[T (Y Altormiate 11 fﬂzﬁ“é;‘“-::a{iﬁﬁ 0.

1 (1)(H) 32,2187, Noilow of Parital Small Husiness Set-Asida (e 20093 (15 LS., 644),

[] (i) Alorsate F (Ot 1995) of $2.2197, |

[T iy Alvgioate 17 (Mar 2004) of 5221947,

{1 (16) 52.219-8; Utiization of Small Businiess Coneerns (NOV 2016) (15 U,S.L, 83700(@) and (13},

I3 (170 522499, Sminll Business Subcontragting Plan JAN 2017 (15 US.C, 637(HN).

[ (1) Altarnate | (N 2016) of 52.219+9,

[T (Fil) Algrnate T {NOV 2016) of 52,2199,

{1 (iv) Altereuste 1T (NOV 2016) uﬁmzim

[ () Alternata IV (NOV 2016} vf 52.219-9,
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1 ¢18) 52.319-13, Notiee of Set-Aslde of Orders (NOV 2011) (15 U8.C, 544(),
T} (19) 52:319-14, Limftations o Subcontracting (JAM 2017) (15 U8, 63700143},
[1 (20)52.219-16, Liquidated Damsges—Subcontracting Plan (Jan 1999) (15 U.8.6, 6I7(d{FRI).

[ (21) 5221927, Notise of Service-Disablod Veteran-Owned Small Business Set-Aside (NOV 2011)
(15 US.C. 6570, ,

[¥) (2% 53,2198, Post Awnrd &mﬂi Busimm Program Rerepmsenmtim (bl 2013} {15 U 8.0
AR,

[} (23) 3021929, Nities of Ser=Aside for, v Sole Sour Awhird 1o, Bebroniteally Disadvantaged
Witenwned Small Business Cancorns (DEC 2015) (15 L1.8.C, 63‘?{)11)}

17 24) 52.219-30, Notlee of Set-Aside for, or Sola Sourse Award to, Womgn-Cwned Small Business
Congarrs Blliglble Usider the Women-Ownied Small Busingss Progrion (DEC 2015) (15 US.C, 637(m)).

[X] (25)52.222:, Convlot Labor (fune 2003) (.0 11755),

[X] (A6) 52 22219, Child Lubop- mfﬂwpmtm with Authorittes and Remodies (TAN 20 18) (B. 3.0,
13 mm

EX] (27) 32.222-21, Protibition of ‘33‘@?3"%% Faiitigs (APR2013),

[X] (28) §2.222-26, Bqual Qpportunity (SEP 2016) (B0, 11246).

[1 (299 52:222-35, Equal Opportunity for Veterans (OCT 2015) (38 U8.C. 4212),

[X) (30) 52222436, Kagunl Opportunity for Waskers with Disshititles (UL 2014) (29 U.8.C. 193),
[} (31) 5222237, Employment Reports on Veterang (FEB 2016) (38 U.8.C. 4212),

1l (32) mmwo, Nunﬁcmmn of Bmployse R;ghts Undﬁr e National wbnr Relitlons Ast(DEC
016 (L0, 13408),

[X] (33)(7) 52.222-50, Combating Traffieking fn Persons (MAR 2015) (32 US.C. chiapter 78 ntd B0,
13627),
[1 (D Aliernatd L (MAR 2015) of 52.222-50 (22 1.8.C, ohapter 78.and KO, 13627,

[} (3) 52.223-54, Brmployment Eligibility Verification (OCT 2015), (i, 0. 12989), (Not pplicable 10
the geguisition of commercially available ofi+the-shelf iems or sertaln other typas of gommiarelal Hums &
preseribad in 23,1803.)

[} (30 52,2239, Estimate of Perosntage of Recuvered Material Content fir EPA-Designated Items
(Mmy 2008} (42 U:8.C6062(eXHANID). (Nat upplivabla to the sequisidon of commercially avaliable
ofi-ihe-shelf items.)

[ (i) Alterninte 1 (MAY 2008) of 52:223-9 (42 U.S.C, 89620 2)(C)). (Not applicsbls to the
acquisition of commerclally availuble off-the-shelf ltems.)
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[l (36) 52.223-11, Czone:Depleting Substances.and High Global Warming Potantial
Hydmﬂubms:a}hﬂm (TUN 2016) (B0, 13593),

[1 (§7)%52.223-12, Maintenance, Service, Repalr, or Blisposal of Refrigeration Equipment and Alr
Conditloners (TUN 2018) (B.0. [3693).

i ﬂ&}ﬁi) 52.227.13, Acquisition of EPEAT ii@»mgiswrad Irnnging, Bpitpmend (JUN 2014) (.08
13423 nml 135145, . . .

fl (ﬁ) Alternate 1(OCT 2015 jof §2.223-13,

[1 (360 52203414, Acrquisition of EPEAT®-Registered Televi signs (JUN 2014) (E.O.s 13423 and
13514),

[} () Aligrnate {(TUN 2014) of 52 223-14,

[] (41)0) 52,2316, Asquisition of EPEAT®-Réglstersd Pérsanpl Cmnpumr Produets (0CT 201.5)
(B0 154733 and 1351%

[) () Alternmte L{JUN 2014) of 52.223-18,

) 2y ,52{123.-~;a’8?; Bugouriging Goutractor Pollches tiy Ban Text Meskaglng While Driving (AUG
2010

[ (43) 52,223-20, Seroscls (JUN 2016) (B.O, 13893

[] (4435222321, Foams (TUN 2018) (B0, 13693),

[} (45) (i) $2.224-3; Privacy Trairiing (JAN 2017) (5 USE. 5524).

{] {iD) Alternate [ (JAN 2017) of 52.224-3,

[T (48) §2.235-1, Bly Anmerivan—Supplies (MAY 2044) (41 U.8,C, chapter 83},
[ (A7)0 $2:22543, Buy Amerleam-—Free Trade Agrecments—Israeli Tiade Adt (MAY 2014) (41
U.8.C.ochapter 83, 19 US.C. 3301 note, 19 ULS.C. 2112 note, 19 1.8.C, 3805 note, 19 US.CL 4001 note,
Pub; L, 103-182, Y0877, 108-78, 108-286, 108-302, 109-53, 109-169, 109-283, 110-138, L12-4), 112-
42 aried 112443,

[X] (iiy Alternate | (MAY 2014) of 52,2253,

[1 GiEEY Alwrnite T (MAY 2014} of §2,225.3,

(1 (i) Altermite I (MA Y 2014) o 52.225-3

[] (48) 52,3255, Trade Agréemants (OUT 2016) {19 US.C, 2501, ot keq., 19 USB.CL 3301 rote),

[X] {49) 5222813, Rﬁatrw!mm o Cartain Forelgn Purchases (JUN 2008) (B.0.5, proclamations, ind
statutey administered by the Offiee’ of Foreign Assets Control of the Pe pariment of the Treasury):
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[] (30) 52.225-26; Contraztors Performing Private Seeurlty Funetions Outside the United States (OCT
2016} (Sugtion 862, az smended, of the National Defense Althorizaifon Acl for Fisea! Yomr 2008; 10
UL 1, 2308 Nite),

[} (51).52.226-4, Notice of Disaster or Evvergency Area Set-Aside (Nov 2007) (42 U.5,C. 5150),

{1 (52)85.228-5; Restrietions on Subsomraating Outside Ehmmer o Brnergenicy Ares (Nov 2007) (42
8005 Iﬁf})

(] (5%) 82:232-29, Terms for Financing of Purchases of Commerclal ltems (Feb 2002) (41 LLB.C.
4305, 10 LL8,C. 23070,

4y 52.232-30, Installment Payments-for Commercldl Hens (JAN 2017} (31 US.C, 4505, 10
L8 230908,

[X] (55)52.233-33, Payniont by Bleetrorle Funds Transfﬁfm&vslem ot Ao Managemem {ul
30!”{}(311,!&(2‘ 33309, _

{1 (ﬁb} 52.743-94, Puyment by Blectronie Funds Tmmfmwmar thian-System far Award Management
(Iul 2013) (1 LLS.C 3332y,

ﬂ {W) Sﬁ;!&%«@ 6 Payment by Third Party (MAY 2014) (31 LLE.C. 3332),
[1 (58) 522391, Privacy or Security Safeguards (Aug 1996) ($ 11.8.C. 552s),
ﬂ ‘{5?)-;‘3@,@%2*& Paymonts to Srmall Business Subvontragtors (JAN 2007 1,5’-_[1”8_,‘{1‘@'1&3 AR

] (60)(l)53.247:64, Preforence for Privately Owned U#S.'ﬁl*“l.ag:fﬁx}mmﬂmial Vossels (Fob 2006) (46
V8.0, Appi. 124100) and 11U.8.6C.2631). ’

{1 ity Altormate §{Ape 2003 of 5224764,

{e) Tha Conteactor shall aemply with the FAR clauged In' this phisgraph (¢}, appiicable o sommreial
services, Hiat the Comtracting Offleer hits Indicited asbeing Inzxmpmted Tt this ganitraet by reterence to
inplemant pmvis&mm of law or Exeoutive arders apphicable to noquisitions of commurcial ftems:

1l (13 5232819, Mondisplacemuant of Oualitied Workers EMAY 20 14) (R0 13495),
[] £2) 5522341, Service Conteact Lubor Standards (MAY U ETEYRE use chapter 67),

0t 532042, Statement of Fquivniﬁnt Rates for Pederal Hives (MAY 2014) (30U B0, 206and 41
U8.C, whaptet 67),

{f] N} SE,E“'L’»«W I‘ﬁlr‘ Lahur ‘awndmﬂ% Am am‘i Beuww fmmtmct Lauur ﬁmnﬂmdswlf‘rmﬁ Adjustment. -

[1 (5)52.2232-44, Falr Labor Etandm ds Agt and Sorvice mmmm{ Labor Standards-—Price Adjmtmam
(MAY 2014) (20 US.0°006 and 41 US.C chapter 67),

1) (6y 8222231, Exémption from Appligation of the Servios Centradt Labor Standaids to Emurar,t&
for Malntenance, Calibratien, or Repale of Certain Equipment- wI{eunrmmms (MAY 2014) (Hu
ghaptér 675,
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[} (7)52.322.53, Exemption from Application of the Serview Contract Lubor Standards to Contracts
for Certaln Services—Raguiremonts (MAY 3014) (41 U8, thapter 67),

1) (8) 52,222¢55, Mintmum Wages Under Executivs Order 13658 (DEC 2015),
1] " 52/209-62, Paid Sick Leava Lnder Brgeutive Order 13706 {JAN 20)7)(E.0. 13706).

[] (10} 52.226-6, memmg, Excess Papd Donation to Mmtpmﬂt Oeganizations: {MM" 2014y (42
UL, 1708

[T {11y 82:23710, Acceptingand Dispenising of §1 Coin (SEP 2008) (31 U8, 5112(p)(1)).

() Comprroller General Examingtan of Redord, The Contracior xhall comply with ma provistons of
ihis paragraph (d) 1Fthis contract was awarded using othar than sealed bid, 1 Inexcess of the simplified
agqulsition thrashold, and dogs not contain the clause st 532152, Audit dnd Regords—Negotiation,

}'I‘ 3 mmptmner Goneral of the Unlted States, or an aulhorizkd raprdssnMWa of the-Gomptraller
Genemi shall have pecioss vy ad Hght o' exambe any of Hig Contrbetors direetly partiient recurds
irivalying transactions rtated to this contract,

(%) The Cintraetor shall make available at its-offices at all reasonable times the records, materlals; and
other evidence for examination, sudit,  orvéproduction, untll 3 years after finsl payrrsént wider this
wiafitract or for any shorter peﬁml speciflsd In FAR Subpart 4.7, Contractor Records Rerention, of the
other clauses of this contract. If this contract is completely or partially wermingted tho revords relating to
the werk terminated shall be iade avallable for 3 yaais aftér ny vepuliing final wrmination settiement,
Rewords relating to appcals undgr the. dispites eliuse or 1o )i ligtion or the satilement of elatms arlslng
under orrelating to this contract shall be'made avallable until such appoals, litlgation, or claims are nally
restlved.

m Asused I this vlavge, récortiainclude books, docuhents; scrounting pedeedures and practices, and
othar duite, regardlons oF type od régardlsss 5F form, Thiz does not requive the Contragtor to ereate or
~ maintain any record that the Contravtor does not matntain in the ordinary course of buisiness or pursoant
to aprovision-of law,

(o)1) Notwithstagiding the requirsiienty of the clavses in paragraphs (a), £ (o), anidd () of ihis elause,
the Contrretor is nit requived 1o flow down any FAR olause; othier than those in this pnr%mph (3 e
subcontraet for commerelal Hems. Unless otherwise Indicated below, the extent of the: {tow down shall be:
s veulred by theelaugp:—

(i) $2.203-13, Contrigtor Code of Business Bthics and Conduet (OTT 2018) t ULS.C, 3508),

i) 82.203-19, Prohibition on Requiring Certaln Internal Confidentiality Agreements or Stalemants
{JAN %zum {smﬂnn 743 of Diiviston B, Tithe VIL of the Consblidited and Furtisr {*unﬁmﬁﬂv
Apprapriations Act, 2018 (Pub. L. 1134335y and ts successor provisions in subsequent approptiations
aets (and as extended In continuing resolutions)),

, {i 1) 5. 219»8 Untilfzstion of Smiall Business Congérng W(JV 20]6} {15US {. &37{?1]1{2) aid (1)), In
all subgoniracts thal ofter further sibeonirdfiing apportunities,

(Iv) 52.222-17, Nondisplacenient of Qualifizd Workers (MAY 2014} (.0, 13495}, Flow down
required In iecordance with paragraph (1) 6f FAR chise 32,232.17,
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(v) 52.222.21, Prohibitivn qf‘Eﬁgx%gmmE Facithlos (APR 2015).

(vl) 52:222-26, Equal Opportunity (SEP 2016) (.0, 11246).

(vli) 52.23238, Bqual Opportunity for Vetetans (OCT 2015) (38 U.8.C.4213),

(viif) 5222236, Bqual Oppartunity for Workers vﬁti}_msahﬁliﬁ:s}(";'IUL 2014) (20 U.S.L. 793),
{Ix) ;ﬂ;i;wﬂ@ﬂ? Employment Reports on Veterans (FEB 2018) (38 U.8.6.4212),

(x) 52; 292:40, Notifieation of ‘Bmployee Rights Under thi National Labor Relatlons Act (DEC 2010)
(B0, 13496). Flow doven peguired i feegrdanse with parngragh 30 of FAR ¢lanss $2.222-40,

(xI) 5222041, Befvice Contenot Labor Standinds (MAY 2014)74] US.C, chapter 67),

(uif)(A) B2223-50, Combating Tratticking In Parsons (MAR 20]5). {E@ TLBE, chapler 78 dnd B.O,
13627)..

(B} Aleruate I (MAR 2018) of 52.222.50 (22 U8,C, chapter 78 and E.O; 13629),

{RI1Y 52.322451, Exomptiof from Application of the Servies Contract Laber Standards to Contiacls
for Malntenance, Calibratlon, or Repalr of Certaln Boulpment—Reaquirenisnts (MA’V 2143 QIRIR:T el
chiipter 67),

{xbe) 52,2223, Exeynpton from Application of the Service Contraet Labor Statifardd b Contranl
For Crttaliv Services—Reguiraments (MAY 2014) (41 UB.C, mmptm' a7

{xv) 5222254, Bmployment Etigthilhy Verlficiton (OCT 2013) (B, . 1298%),

{xel) S2.2022-59, Misitomun Wages Under Bxeoutive Order 13658 (DEC 3018),

(xVIY $2,222:62 Patit Slok Lieavs Under Rigoutive Ordor 13706 (JAN 20171 (B.0, 13706),
- (RvIIIA) 5222473, Privagy Tralning (JAN 2017) (5 U.8.C. 5524),

A(B) Adtepnate T (JAN 2117) of 52.224-3,

(‘d;\} 52 ’f‘zﬁwﬂﬁ. LContraetore Parforming Privae Securlty Punetions Quiside the United Starey r;r:.um
2 H&) {Ssm’mw 852, vs aniended, of the Narlondl Defonse Atithorization. Act for Flseal Year 2008; 10
USC. 2302 Nate),

(xx) 5%.226-6, Pmmutmg Exeess Food Donation o Nonprofit Organizations (MAY: 20 Iz UsC,
1792), Flaw down requlred n gegordange with parm,;mph (&) of FAR Cloyse 52.226-6:

(e} 53224764, Preference for: T’rlvawiv Qwned LL3.4Flog Commereial Vessels (Feb 2006) (46
ULS.CoAppa, 1243 (h) and 10 LLE 2631), Flow doisn required i accordancs Wlth paragraph (d) of
FAR clavse $3.247.64,

{25 Whilg it requlred, the Contractor may tneluda in ks subsontracs forsommercial ftems o minimat
number of additional clnuses nesessary 1o satisty its-contractual obligations,

(Bnd of Claust)

FPage 20 af 20




Congresz of the Wnited States
Weashington, BE 20515

August 8, 2018

The Honorable Robert Wilkie
Secretary

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20420

Dear Secretary Wilkie,

Congratulations on your appointment as Secretary of Veterans Affairs. We write today with
concerns about painful and unnecessary dog experimentation at the Departiment of Veterans
Affairs (VA). As you may be aware, we worked closely with your predecessor David Shutkin to
wind down the VA’s use of canine testing. While we are encouraged by the progress that has
been made and the positive developments under former Secretary Shulkin, we are troubled by a
lack of responsiveness to our repeated inquiries and by new information that we have recently
reviewed. We respectfully request more details about your plans as Secretary to address this

_issue as Secretary and urge you to clarify that you will uphold the commitment made by the VA
in March 2018 to end the use of painful dog testing.

As you may be aware, the FY18 Omnibus that was signed into law in March included language
defunding and restricting VA dog testing. These same restrictions were included in both the
House and Senate passed versions of the FY19 MilCon-VA bill. Our efforts—which are
supported by a majority of veterans and Veteran Service Organizations including AMVETS—
followed exposés of questionable testing on dogs at several VA facilities, including inducing
heart attacks, drilling into their skulls, and collapsing their lungs. In some cases, investigations
into these experiments showed procedural violations and other missteps that led to the death of

several dogs.

Following the enactment of the FY'18 Omnibus, House Veterans Affairs Committee staff
informed us in April that the VA’s Office of Research and Development confirmed that no dog
testing studies involving pain and distress had been submitted for the Secretary’s approval (now
a legal requirement), and that new studies involving pain or distress were not likely to be
proposed. Just two months ago the VA said that, in regards to new study submissions and
approvals, “[n]one have completed the approval process recently.”

We recently reviewed documents, however, released through the Freedom of Information Act
indicating that in April—just two weeks after the Omnibus passed-—the Cleveland VA Medical
Center spent $42,721 to pre-order seven shipments of hounds to be used in research with
delivery dates extending from June 2018 well into FY 19, We are concerned that these purchases
may be prohibited by the FY'18 funding restrictions passed into law, and that they also appear to
be an attempt to circumvent anticipated FY 19 funding restrictions on dog testing.
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Since the FY 18 Omnibus passed, our offices have repeatedly sought updated information on
experimental dog use from the VA’s Congressional Relations Office, the Office of Research and
Development, and even Acting Secretary O’Rourke. It is troublesome that our numerous requests
have either been entirely ignored or answered incompletely and inadequately. We are
increasingly concerned about the VA’s continued lack of transparency and refusal to answer L
basic questions from Congress about its dog experimentation. 3

In light of these concerns, we respectfully request that your office provide us with the following
information that we have repeatedly requested in writing from the VA:

1. A list of all dog experimentation projects that have been approved, as required by law, by
the Secretary and the Chief of Research and Development since March 2018. Please
include project titles, approval dates, approved budget, VA location, and USDA pain
category.

2. The amount of taxpayer money spent on dog experimentation since the omnibus—which

defunded and dramatically limited future spending—was signed into law in March.

A list of all dog experimentation projects that have been discontinued since March 2018.

4. For projects that were discontinued, what is the fate of the dogs no longer needed for the
research? Provide specifics on each project and the disposition of the dogs.

W

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions, please contact
Christine Godinez (Christine.godinez(@mail.house.gov) with Congresswoman Dina Titus’s
office or Eric Heigis (Eric.Heigis@mail.house.gov) with Congressman Dave Brat’s office.

Sincerely,
Dina Titus Dave Brat

Member of Congress Member of Congress



THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

D S
W\ 57, -
IS

September 27, 2018

The Honorable Dina Titus
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congresswoman Titus:

Thank you for your June 28, 2018, and August 8, 2018, co-signed letters to the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) regarding VA’s animal research program. VA is
committed to transparency and will continue to provide updated information on research
with dogs as it becomes available.

VA has complied with all the requirements in Section 254 of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-141), which was signed on March 23, 2018.
Section 254 has multiple requirements for utilizing Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 funds for VA
canine research, including approval by the Secretary. No new dog studies have
completed the approval process defined by Section 254 yet, but one new canine study
is in the review process and others are anticipated. Nine studies ongoing at the time of
Bill passage were re-reviewed by the Veterans Health Administration (VHA), the Chief
Veterinary Medical Officer, and Chief Research and Development Officer, and were
approved for continuation by then-Secretary David Shulkin on March 28, 2018.
Accordingly, any purchases to support those ongoing studies with FY 2018 funds are
fully compliant with the requirements of Section 254. The purchases made by the Louis
Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center described in your August 8, 2018, letter are in
support of one of those nine studies, which include critical research to investigate how
to restore the ability of Veterans with traumatic spinal cord injuries to breathe properly
and avoid repeated bouts of pneumonia and early death.

Please see the enclosed detailed responses with information to address the
specific questions posed in both your letters. Similar questions from the June 28, 2018,
and August 8, 2018, letters have been integrated and answered together for clarity.
The responses include a link to, and a hard copy of, VA’s adoption guidance, which has
been broadened to include not only dogs but animals of any species covered by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal Welfare Act Regulations. The latest version of
this adoption guidance was released in July 2018 and formalizes practices that have
long been standard within VA.

In support of our efforts to find the best possible loving homes for adopted
research animals, | am pleased to report that as of August 16, 2018, VA signed an
agreement with the non-profit organization Homes for Animal Heroes to facilitate

placements.
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The Honorable Dina Titus

Should you have further questions, please have a member of your staff contact
Mr. Jeremy Wheeler, Congressional Relations Officer, at (202) 224-2815 or
Jeremy.Wheeler@va.gov. A similar response has been sent to Congressman Brat.

Thank you for your continued support of our mission.

- Sincerely,
(oA L b
Robert L. Wilkie

Enclosure
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Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Response to Congresswoman Titus and
Congressman Brat :
Regarding VA’s Animal Research Program

Question 1. A list of all dog experimentation projects that have been approved by
the Secretary and the Chief of Research and Development since July 2017,
making particular note of any projects that have been approved since the law
requiring their sign-off was enacted in March. Please include project titles,
approval dates, approved budget, VA location, and USDA pain category.

VA Response: Since July 2017, no new VA canine studies have been initiated.  One
new proposed canine study is working its way through the approval process formalized
in VA Guidance Document AR2017-001, revision 1, “Canine, Feline, and Non-Human
Primate Research Protocols,” dated May 15, 2018, but it has not yet reached my desk

for review.

Of 13 canine studies ongoing in July 2017, 9 are currently active. Table 1 below lists
these active studies, with the information requested in your letters. In accordance with
Section 254 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-141), these
nine ongoing studies were evaluated and then approved for continuation by the Chief
Research and Development Officer on March 28, 2018, and by then-Secretary Shulkin
on March 29, 2018, making them eligible for use of Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 funds. Some
of the studies have not yet begun, although the research with dogs was approved.

Question 2. The amount of taxpayer money spent on dog experimentation since
the omnibus was signed into law in March.

VA Response: Table 2 summarizes data provided in Table 1. Table 2 provides
approved total budgets for each project in FY 2018, the amounts budgeted for FY 2018
specifically for dog research, and the actual funds spent since March 23, 2018 (passage
of the omnibus bill). A total of $27,571 of Federal funds were spent (VA and National
Institutes of Health (NIH)), and a total of $7,105 of non-Federal funds (University and
non-profit) for dog research since March 23, 2018. The Cleveland VA program awarded
a contract to Marshall Farms and obligated $42,721.50 for dogs through FY 2019, but
only $11,715 has been spent to date.

Question 3. For projects that were discontinued, what is the fate of the dogs no
longer needed for the research? Provide specifics on each project and the
disposition of the dogs.

VA Response: Table 3 below lists the four projects discontinued since July 2017,
Since July 2017, there have been three research protocols involving dogs that have
been discontinued and one is currently on hold pending further review. Another project
currently active is expected to be discontinued shortly and will be added as the fifth




Enclosure

entry in Table 3 (please see Project #2 in Table 1). In all cases, the dogs that were
eligible for adoption were placed with adoptive families.

Question 4. The VA previously informed us that a new policy regarding the
adoption of dogs no longer needed for research would be released in final form in
mid-April. Was this document released? If so, can you please provide a copy? If

not, when will it be available?

VA Response: The release of the adoption document was delayed when VA decided
to proactively broaden the scope from research dogs to all research species covered by
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal Welfare Act Regulations, formalizing the
practices that have long been standard within VA. The language was reviewed by
USDA and finalized after consultation with experts in the General Services
Administration. The document has been distributed to all VA stations and is posted
online as document AR2018-001 at;
https://www.research.va.gov/programs/animal_research/guidance.cfm. A copy is

included with this enclosure.

To help facilitate adoptions of research animals, VA is pleased to report that we recently
signed an agreement with the non-profit organization Homes for Animal Heroes to
assist us in facilitating adoption placements to loving homes.




Table 1. List of Ongoing, Previously Approved VA Dog Protocols
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optimized to activate respiratory muscles appropriatel

y to generate effective coughing.

Dates of
initial
Institutional
Animal Care
and Use
Total mMM“__ﬁa M: mA__UWWW_M_W Cm_w.b
Funding Approved Budget for research | most _.momrﬂ Pain
Protocol Title Location s Research . : Category Comments
ource Budget for with Dogs with IACUC approved,
FY 2018 Q.omw mu_u_.o<m_. and and actual
since Chief
3/23/18 | Research and
Development
Officer and
Secretary
approvais
A contract
worth
$42,721.50
High Frequency 4/1/14; ﬁwmy\wﬂwwwﬂa
wmﬁm“mwwﬁo Qmmmma. FederalVA | $105,893 $57,209 $11,715 wmmnm D; D . %@wﬂ Mmm:
Restore Cough 3/29/18 FY 2019:
$11,715 has
been billed to
date.
P Veterans with spinal cord injuries that impair their ability to cough are vulnerable to potentially fatal
urpose of . L . - . : .
Research respiratory infections. This study evaluates how electrical stimulation of the spinal cord could be
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Potentiation of
Immunotherapy
with Targeted
Nanoporphyrin in
Bladder Cancer

Pleasant
Hill, CA

Federal-VA

$0

$0

$0

5/4/17;
4/19/18;
3/28/18;
3/29/18

s

- Clinical trial
in dogs was
approved and
had not yet
begun. This
component of
the study has

. how been
replaced
because an
opportunity
came up to
-pursue a
different
aspect of the -
work needed. -
Wiil move to
Tabie 3 of
discontinued
protocols in
coming
months.

Purpose of
Research

Development of a new treatme

treatments.

nt for bladder cancer that is not adequately controlled by existing

Contribution of
Inflammation and
Oxidative Stress in
Pericardial Fluid to
Postoperative
Atrial Fibrillation
after Cardiac
Surgery

St. Louis,
MO

Federal-VA

$147,528

$9,000

$0

11/30/186;

MMNM7/117,
3/28/18;

3/29/18

D; none
used as of
8/14/18

Research
with dogs has
not yet
begun.
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Postoperative atrial fibrillation is associated with longer hospital stays after cardiac surgery, and

ﬂ;%m_umwwom* increased risks of stroke and death. This is research into the mechanisms involved in atrial fibrillation,
: which we need to understand to find treatments for postoperative atrial fibrillation.
Neuropharmacolio 6/10/15:
gy of Pontine . S
Control of Milwaukee, | £ eralvA | $150.000 $26,490 $2.288 97T, D; D
. Wi 3/28/18;
Breathing : 3/29/18
Frequency
Veterans with certain head or neck injuries, or who suffer from pain that can only be controlied with
Purpose of | potent analgesics, often experience impaired control of breathing and coughing. This work is to
Research | increase understanding of that control, which is fundamental to developing better ways to help these
Veterans. :
§m.o:m:_m:o NIH budget
Insight of ] .
= 8/29/16; year for this
remature Richmond 6/1/18: award is
Ventricular ' | Federal-NIH | $114,076 $47,000 $13,568 . DandE; D
A VA 3/28/18; actually
Contractions-
) 3/29/18 5/15/18-
induced 4/30/19
Cardiomyopathy )
Purpose of Premature Ventricular Contractions (PVC) interfere with proper beating of the heart and can lead to
chronic heart disease. This is research into the cellular mechanisms involved, which we need to
Research .
understand in order to develop better ways to manage PVCs.
Autonomic Nerve Private Non- 12/16/13;
Activity and Richmond, | profit A 9/6/17; .
Cardiac VA Research $76,832 $23,417 %0 3/28/18; D:D
Arrhythmias Foundation 3/29/18
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Premature ventricular contractions interfere with nerve signals to the heart and can damage heart

m_wr_ﬁmowwomﬁ muscle. This is research into how the loss of nerve signals might be responsible for the damage, which
ese we need to understand to develop better ways to protect the heart.
Effect of Chronic g
Premature - Private Non- 9/9/16; m%w mﬂﬁﬂ%
Ventricular Richmond, | profit No specific No specific $1.520 6/1/18; EE the budget
Contractions on VA Research amount amount ’ 3/28/18; ’ for study 5
the Remodeled Foundation 3/29/18 above ’
Ischemic Heart
Purpose of Heart attacks injure heart muscle and make it more prone to PVCs, which can cause further damage.
mmm_umm_.o: This is research into how the injury produced by a heart attack interacts with PVCs to impact heart
function, which we need to understand in order to improve heart function after heart attacks.
Nanoparticle
Injection into 8/10/16; _
Ganglionated Richmond, . . 6/1/18; .
Neural Plexi to VA C:._<mqm_€ $119,970 $38,000 $5,585 3/28/18: D;D
Prevent Atrial 3/29/18
Fibrillation
" Purpose of Atrial fibrillation (AF) increases the risk of stroke, heart failure, hospitalization, and death, but current
mmMmmﬂo: treatments for AF are risky. This is research into new ways to treat AF with less risk than is currently
possible. _
A Comparison of Wmmm_mﬁ ch
Canine Anesthetic o_oMMMmesm
Regimens to 8/3/17; in dogs on
Optimize Richmond No specific No specific 6/1/18; other
ImB.o.%:wB.o VA Federal- VA amount amount $0 3/28/1 m GcC protocols.
Stability and
. 3/29/18 Budget
Quality of db
Electrophysiologic covered by
and - project 5
above.
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Neurophysiologic
Data Acquisition

Purpose of
Research

Sedatives and anesthetics commonly affect how the heart works. This study is designed to sort out how
to improve anesthesia for future studies of cardiac function.
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Table 2. Summary of Funds Spent on Research with Dogs since March 23, 2018 (Summary of Data in Table 1)

Amount
Total research | in FY Amount
budget 2018 spent on
Source of Funds dog studies
approved for budget since March
FY 2018 for dog 23. 2018
studies ’

mﬂmﬂm_- VA and $517.497 $139,699 | $27,571

University and

Private Non-Profit
Research $196,802 $61,402 $7,105

Foundations
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Table 3. List of VA Protocols for Research with Dogs Discontinued or on Hold Since July 2017

hold blood vessels open, and
remove clots that cause
strokes.

Protocol Title Funding Purpose of Research VA Location" Status U_muom:_os of mmam_z_sm
Source : Dogs
October 2017:
Principal Investigator
What Causes To understand and develop Mwm_wmﬂmﬂmzo_mma%:ﬂﬂﬁm Although approved, no s.\o:A
.Human Federal-VA | improved therapeutics for Los Angeles current study can be had been done yet on this
Narcolepsy? narcolepsy. met with mice: protocol.
protocol for research
X with dogs closed.
Collaborative work to develop Mﬂﬂw_ﬂw%ﬁww.,\m work :
Control of . new devices for monitoring ) All dogs were either adopted
Blood Glucose Private blood glucose and refining . was comp 6.69 . out or transferred to the
Levels in Industry insulin dosing to better control Los Angeles | further studies will be party that had previously
Diabetes Sponsor blood glucose and reduce _ conducted by the collaborated with VA
complications of diabetes other party alone; VA .
) protocol closed.
To evaluate the use of an ultra-
thin camera for direct viewing of
The the inside and outside of brain h No;m. | .
investigation of blood vessels, which could Z_mwo d a protoco No dogs were on hand when
Novel Imaging | . University | increase the accuracy and Mil K M: ::o pen S% VA the project was placed on
Approaches to safety of procedures to treat fwaukee uriher review by hold, so none were available
the Circle of aneurysms, deploy stents to Om_om of Research for adoption.
Willis m:a Development.
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Determining
Organ
Perfusion
During
Vascular
Compromise

University

To evaluate the accuracy and
precision of Near Infrared
Spectroscopy for measuring
blood flow to internal organs,
which is crucial to monitor

during and after transplantation.

Milwaukee

March 2018; New
information suggests
that pigs are now
more suitable for
accomplishing
research goals, so the
Pl terminated this
protocaol.

No dogs were on hand when
the decision was made to
switch to a porcine model,
$0 no dogs were available
for adoption.




OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

Adoption of Research Animals Covered by the USDA Animal Welfare Act
Regulations :

Date: June 27, 2018 Guidance Document; AR2018-001

For questions regarding this guidance, contact the office of the Chief Veterinary Medical
Officer (CVMO).

1. Summary. VA has historically taken, and continues to take the position that
whenever possible, animals retired from participating in approved VA research
protocols are to be placed through adoption as pets. This guidance is intended to
assist VA animal research programs in arranging adoptions that promote the safety
and well-being of the retired animals, and to maintain compliance with all regulatory
and legal requirements, including federal surplus property procedures. VA's
responsibility for the animal ends when the animal is transferred to the organization
that will manage placement of the animal with an adoptive family. VA Medical
Centers must consult with appropriate authorities to ensure that all applicable
federal, state, and/or local regulations are met. The office of the Chief Veterinary
Medical Officer must be contacted, and that office will then arrange with the General
Services Administration (GSA) for adoptions to placement organizations of retired
research animals in compliance with applicable federal laws and regulations
regarding federal property. A “placement organization” is defined as an organization
that arranges placement of surplus research animals in adoptive private homes.

2. Background. Although the value of much research with animals depends on the
analysis of tissues, organs, or data that can only be collected after euthanasia, some -
of the research does not require euthanasia. VA has an ethical obligation to arrange
for placement of healthy and socially adjusted animals with suitable adoptive families
whenever possible through placement organizations, and fully supports efforts to do

S0.

3. Issue. VA must provide adequate information about the temperament and health
status of the animal to assist the placement organization with arranging a suitable
and streamlined adoption. This includes VA providing information and records
required for compliance with all applicable regulatory and legal requirements for
transfer of ownership of the animal to the adoptive family. Best results are expected

when:

a. Local VA responsibility for arranging for adoption is shared by the:




¢ Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) of record,

e Attending Veterinarian (whether a Veterinary Medical Officer or a Veterinary
Medical Consuitant), and

e Associate Chief of Staff for Research and Development of the VA Medical
Center overseeing the research.

In case of any disagreements about the eligibility of specific individual animals for
adoption, or significant difficulties with the adoption process, the Office of the

CVMO must be contacted.

The VA Medical Center is responsible for providing the documents listed in
Section 4 below to the placement organization in coordination with the CVMO'’s
office. Any documents required by GSA will be provided by the CVMO'’s office
after consultation with the VA Medical Center.

b. Species-appropriate socialization and exposure of animals to circumstances and
experiences common in private households are to be considered in the facility’s
husbandry procedures. For example, training dogs to walk on a leash and to
respond to basic commands will facilitate eventual transition to an adoptive home
as well as promote ease of handling while they are at the research facility or with
the placement organization. This is particularly important when it is known in
advance that an animal is to likely become a candidate for adoption.

c. Additional suggestions for adoption programs are available from the American
College of Laboratory Animal Medicine (https://mww.aclam.ora/about/position-

statements).

4. Recommendations. Research animals are considered to be government property,
and the GSA must approve the adoption as an excess property transaction. The
CVMO's office will coordinate with GSA regarding the excessing process and the VA
Office of General Counsel for legal review as applicable. The animal may not be
transferred to the placement organization until GSA provides approval. Because of
the complexity of the adoption process, it is highly recommended that each VA
program that conducts animal research with USDA species to establish a Standard
Operating Procedure for adoptions, that addresses the following:

a. Full disclosure of the current health status and behaviors of the candidate
animal to the placement organization prior to its transfer to the placement
organization. This disclosure will increase the likelihood of the placement
organization arranging a successful adoption.

b. A pre-adoption veterinary medical examination (including a physical
examination, bloodwork (for animals larger than rabbits), and an examination




for parasites) conducted by a qualified veterinarian helps to ensure that
information about the health status of the animal is current and accurate.
Generally, only healthy candidates are eligible for adoption, but some with
chronic health conditions, even if they may involve costly or intensive care,
may be suitable for adopters with appropriate experience, skills, and interest.
Note that a health certificate may be required per item f.2 below. |

. Itis important to confirm that the animal is socially compatible with people and
other animals, and has shown no signs of aggression toward people or other
animals that would pose undue risk to the placement organization or another
pet in the final adoptive home. Before the animal is placed, it is important for
the placement organization to acknowledge in writing that VA has no further
legal responsibility or liability for the animal and/or its behavior.

. Regarding dog and cat adoptions, to promote responsible pet ownership, VA
generally considers as eligible for adoption only those dogs and cats that
have been spayed or neutered, and animals of any species that are up-do-
date on vaccinations according to current veterinary standards.

. Consultation with appropriate authorities is necessary to ensure that any local
and state regulations are met, if not in contradiction to and to the extent
permitted under federal law and regulations.

For dog and cat adoptions, compliance with the USDA Animal Welfare Act
Regulations in Section 2.35 paragraphs (b), (c), and (e), and Section 2.38 is
required: :

1. The VA Medical Center must maintain records that correctly record the
following information required for adoption (Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) forms 7006 and 7001 may optionally be used
to record the required information):

* The official USDA tag number or tattoo or microchip (see Page A-30 of
the USDA Animal Welfare Inspection Guide);

A description of the dog or cat (date of birth or approximate age,
species, breed, sex, color/markings);

 Any additional ID numbers or.marks assigned by the research facility

¢ The name and address of the placement organization;

 The date of departure of the animal from the facility;

» The name of the owner of the private vehicle by which the placement
organization will transport the animal from VA;




2. If adog or cat will be transported across state lines as part of the transfer
to the placement organization, VA must furnish a health certificate which
states that a licensed veterinarian inspected the dog or cat on a specified
date not more than 10 calendar days prior to delivery of the animal for
transportation. The veterinarian must find that the animal appears to be
free of any infectious disease or physical abnormality that could endanger
the animal, other animals, or public health. APHIS Form 7001 may
optionally be used for this purpose.

3. The VA Medical Center must provide the placement organization one copy
of the information in items f.1 and .2 above, and must Keep one copy in
the VA facility for at least 3 years.

4. The transfer to the placement organization must take place at the VA
Medical Center.

5. Acceptance by VA of any financial compensation from the placement
organization will be interpreted by USDA as VA taking on the role of a
‘dealer,” which requires compliance with many more regulatory
requirements. Such activities are not covered by this guidance, and are
prohibited.

g. For USDA species other than dogs or cats, the relevant sections of the Animal
Welfare Act Regulations must be consulted.

h. Agreement by the placement organization that VA cannot accept the return of an
animal that has been adopted.

i. The expectation that any placement organization that accepts responsibility for the
adoption process also agrees to arrange the final adoptions in keeping with VA’s
intention to encourage suitable adoptions by private citizens that promote the
safety and well-being of both the animals and the adoptive families.

5. Reporting. Information on the status of each research dog and cat will be collected
annually as part of the online Veterinary Medical Unit report software.




