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Animals are not guinea pigs

As future researchers, at a
research-oriented university, it
is important for us to ethically
examine our scientific practices.
An estimated 75 million animals
a year are subjected to research
in laboratories throughout the
country, according to the Ani-
mal Protection Institute.

Is it right for humans to use
animals in any manner they
choose? Should people be allow-
ed to inflict needless pain and
suffering in the

The crime comes in the need-
lessly repeated process which
produces information used only
by bureaucratic studies. The
Draize eye test assesses the ir-
ritancy of substances in albino
rabbits. Drops of tested substan-
ces are placed in the rabbits’
eyes and examined for reac-
tions.

The test was proven inconclu-
sive by a 1971 government
study, but continues to be used.

and injury. But only those
studies which require animals in
order to be effective. Much
research could be done using
alternatives such as computer
simulated programs and cell
culture methods, but more work
needs to be done to improve
alternatives.

Both Johns Hopkins and
Rockefeller University have
committed or spent almost $2
million in developing alter-

natives to animal

name of scientific
research? While
some animal
research is neces-
sary, much of it is
needless or can
be accomplished

"While some animal research is
necessary, much of it is needless...”

testing. To stop
the inhumane
treatment of ani-

ter ethical stan-
dards, and more
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Almost 1 million animals a
year are used in the testing of
cosmetics alone. Tests such as
the Lethal Dose Fifty Percent
and the Draize eye irritancy test
are used regularly on mice, rats,
guinea pigs, and rabbits. LD50

1s a test which estimates the
amount of a substance per body
weight which will, in a single
dose, kill half of the animals
tested.

In fact, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration lost a court case in
1974 because the results from
tests on rabbits could not be ex-
trapolated to humans. In a re-
cent case involving Agent Or-
ange, data using animals was
dismissed by the judge as mean-
ingless.

Some animal research is nec-
essary, such as studies which ex-
plore the causes, effects and
possible cures for human illness

checks are needed. Students in

the scientific field will determine”

how. animals are treated in the
future. As a leading research in-
stitute, time must be spent

teaching the ethical treatment of
animals. Animals ‘must not suf-
fer needlessly, especially in
useless experiments; but
legitimate research programs
must continue It is up to us to
determine the future of animals.

mals reason, bet-



