
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 

August28,2023 

The Honorable Brian J. Mast 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Mast: 

Thank you for your April 19, 2023, cosigned letter to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) concerning plans to initiate a new invasive experiment on cats. I am 
responding on behalf of the Department. 

We appreciate your continued support of the VA research program and our 
efforts to reduce or eliminate the use of dogs, cats and non-human primates in our 
research. Cats will not be euthanized as part of this study, and each cat will be paired 
with a forever home. VA is committed to adhering to the provisions of P.L. 117-328, 
§ 247, including paragraph (e), to "eliminate or reduce research conducted using 
canines, felines or non-human primates."

The VA Office of Research and Development has made excellent progress on 
this important issue such as developing training for our investigators and research staff 
on our program to reduce the use of sensitive species in research; funding studies of 
alternatives to the use of animals in cardiovascular research; adding additional funding 
opportunities for similar work; and sponsoring a meeting with the National Center to 
Advance Translational Science on alternatives to the use of animals in research. 

The project about which you inquired, Optimization and Pre-clinical Testing of 
Implantable, In-Line High Density 32-Channel Connector, underwent a stringent review. 
The study uses miniaturized implants to translate electrical signals from a prosthesis to 
the nervous system, and it is part of a broad effort to provide Veterans who have lost an 
arm or leg with a prosthesis that provides better balance and motion to fingers and 
joints and a refined sense of touch. This work aligns with our sacred mission to care for 
those who have served in our Nation's military. Further, it meets the criteria of 
P.L. 117-328, § 247, paragraph (b):

(A) "The scientific objectives ... can only be met by using .. .felines;"
(B) "Those "scientific objectives are directly related to ... injury that is combat-related";
and
(C) "The research is consistent with the ... Department of Veterans Affairs ... research
policy."










