United States Department of State

Washington, DC 20520

July 5, 2024

Case No. FL-2024-00004

Daniel E. Lopez Brena
Po Box 26029
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Mr. Brena:

As we noted in our letter dated May 24, 2024, we are processing your
request for material under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”),

5 U.S.C. § 552. Thus far, the Department of State (“Department”) has
identified an additional 20 responsive records subject to the FOIA. Upon
review, we have determined all 20 records may be released in part.

An enclosure explains the FOIA exemptions and other grounds for
withholding material. Where we have made redactions, the applicable FOIA
exemptions are marked on each record. Where applicable, the Department
has considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing these
records and applying FOIA exemptions. All non-exempt material that is
reasonably segregable from the exempt material has been released and is
enclosed.

We will continue to process your case. If you have any questions, your

attorney may contact Christina O’Tousa, Assistant U.S. Attorney, at
christina.o’tousa@usdoj.gov or (202) 252-2437. Please refer to the case

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)



number, FL-2024-00004, and the civil action number, 23-cv-03267, in all
correspondence about this case.

Sincerely,

Sonia Pryce
Chief, Litigation and Appeals Branch
Office of Information Programs and Services

Enclosures: As stated.
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(b)(1)

(b)(2)
(b)(3)

(b)(4)
(b)(5)

(0)(6)
(0)(7)

(b)(8)
(b)(9)

NR

The Freedom of Information Act (5 USC 552)
FOIA Exemptions

Information specifically authorized by an executive order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense or foreign policy. Executive Order 13526 includes the following
classification categories:

1.4(a) Military plans, systems, or operations

1.4(b) Foreign government information

1.4(c) Intelligence activities, sources or methods, or cryptology

1.4(d) Foreign relations or foreign activities of the US, including confidential sources

1.4(e) Scientific, technological, or economic matters relating to national security,
including defense against transnational terrorism

1.4(f) U.S. Government programs for safeguarding nuclear materials or facilities

1.4(g) Vulnerabilities or capabilities of systems, installations, infrastructures, projects,
plans, or protection services relating to US national security, including defense
against transnational terrorism

1.4(h) Weapons of mass destruction

Related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency

Specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than 5 USC 552), for example:

ARMSEXP Arms Export Control Act, 50a USC 2411(c)

CIA PERS/ORG Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, 50 USC 403(g)
EXPORT CONTROL  Export Administration Act of 1979, 50 USC App. Sec. 2411(c)
FS ACT Foreign Service Act of 1980, 22 USC 4004

INA Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 USC 1202(f), Sec. 222(f)
IRAN Iran Claims Settlement Act, Public Law 99-99, Sec. 505

Trade secrets and confidential commercial or financial information

Interagency or intra-agency communications forming part of the deliberative process,
attorney-client privilege, or attorney work product

Personal privacy information
Law enforcement information whose disclosure would:
(A) interfere with enforcement proceedings
(B) deprive a person of a fair trial
(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy
(D) disclose confidential sources
(E) disclose investigation techniques
(F) endanger life or physical safety of an individual
Prepared by or for a government agency regulating or supervising financial institutions
Geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells
Other Grounds for Withholding

Material not responsive to a FOIA request excised with the agreement of the requester
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From: Eb)(ﬁ) lostate.gov>
To: Eb)(ﬁ) lastate.gov>
kb)(6) bov>;
CC: |b)6) state.gov>;

@state.gov>
Subject: Re: Tunisia Night Nates from Tunis - October 25, 2021
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 17:19:35 +0000

HeyEb)(G) ]Is ASF providing any support in this case or playing any role? Thanks! Eb)(ﬁ)]

From: [b)(6) Tpstate.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 12:54 PM

To: Tunis O/I <TunisO/|@state.gov>

Subject: Tunisia Night Notes from Tunis - October 25, 2021

Good evening,

Non Responsive

(SBU) Pasteur Institutefb)(6) Affirms Tunisiais Not Abusing Dogs: On
October 24, a U.S.-based animal rights group published on its website that an NIH-funded
project in Tunisia required researchers to perferm brutal experiments on dogs, to include
removing their vocal cords and putting their heads in mesh cages filled with sand flies. These
abuses, among others, are allegedly part of an ongoing research program to test the efficacy of a
vaccine against visceral leishmaniasis at the Pasteur Institute of Tunis. This disease is fatal in 95
percent of cases if left untreated and affects between 50,000 and 90,000 people each year. In
response, Pasteur Institutd(b)(ﬁ) kold EconOff on October 25 that the allegations
are completely false, and the research, funded by the NIH and a British medical institution,
follows the standards and ethics put into place by U.S. and British regulations.
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Non Responsive

(SBU) Reporting: [Non Responsive

|Non Responsive |

Thank you,

Q) |
Political @fficer
U.S. Embassy Tunis

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED
SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

Sender: [b)(6) [@state.gov>
(b)(6) state.gov>;
- O NY state.gov>;
Recipient: 6)0) State. govs;

state.gov>
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From: |(b)(6) |Tuni5)" 4(b)(6) dstate.gov>

_Blome, Donald A (Tunis{(b)(6) Bstate.gov>;
To: (b)X6) Qstate.gov>;
. .}_{m,{?} B m_@state.gow;
[(b)(6) [(Tunis) «0){(8) bstate.gov>

Subject: RE: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 20:28:12 +0000

Ambassador, reference to your question, the backstory is that in 2015 Al Jazeera produced a
documentary entitled “Can killers make a medicine?” alleging that the Pasteur Institute was working on
a grant with Walter Reed Hospital funded by DOD to test leishmaniasis medication on Tunisian children
in Sidi Bouzeid. The Pasteur Institute strongly refuted the allegations that they were using Tunisian
children and sued Al Jazeera. Al Jazeera also alleged that the Pasteur Institute was working with Israel
to produce the medicine used in the testing, which the Institute also refuted explaining that an Israeli
lab was asked by Walter Reed to produce a small quantity of the medication.

From:|(D)(6) _ ]Tunis)

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:45 PM

To: Blome, Donald A(Tunis){b)(G) :@state.gow;kb)(ﬁ) Kib)(6) I@state.gov>;
E\(G\ pstate.gow; TR [(Tunis) {(b)(6) rg-lstate.gov>

Subject: RE: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021
(b)()
(b)(S)

From: Blome, Donald A (Tunis) *b)(G) bstate.gow
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:26 PM
To:[b\(6) I@state.gov>;{b)(6) H(b)(6) [Pstate.gov>;
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[(b)(6) Bstate. gov>
Subject: Fwd: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021

(b))

Get Outlook for i0S

From Kb)(G) ]Tunis) <FanousMK®@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:10:05 PM

To: Tunis News Updates - DL <TunisNewsUpdates@state.gov>
Subject: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021

Social Media Daily Roundup
October 25, 2021

Trending Hashtags and Keywords

Non Responsive

Reaction to PM Bouden’s Trip to Saudi Arabia
Non Responsive

7/5/2024
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Non Responsive

Allegations of NIH funded cruel experiments on dogs
Social media activists and pages carried strong responses to U.S. media stories
alleging NIH funded cruel experiments on puppies carried out in a Tunisian lab.
Prominent physician Zakaria Bouguira posted on Facebook: *“ An ethics scandal
erupts in America about Dr. Fauci and his participation in inhumane experiments
on dogs in Tunisia. This is not the first time Tunisia gets involved with American
labs in experiments that violate the law and morals. Remember the scandal of

paromomycin experiments on children in Sidi Bouzid.”
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Tunisian activist and president of watchdog [Watch organization, Achref Aouadi,
posted on Facebook: “The Tunisian lab that carried out experiments on puppies for
an American study is again the Pasteur Institute. This is the second study,
following another one they conducted on the children of Sidi Bouzid for the benefit
of the U.S. Department of Defense.”

Tunisian model and activist, Azza Slimene (1.5 million followers), posted on her
Instagram page: “It’s time to do something... We need to activate animal
protection laws in Tunisia!!”

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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Animal rights groups launched calls on social media to organize a protest in front
of Pasteur Institute in downtown Tunis. One member of “Animaux Sans Toit”
Facebook group (213K) posted: * Whoever loves animals should join us tomorrow
at 1 1am in front of the Pasteur Institute.” More activists posted in “SOS Animaux
Tunisie” Facebook group (165K members) also calling for a protest.
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Sender:

Recipient:

FL-2024-00004  A-00000767750 "UNCLASSIFIED"

[(6)(6) (Tunis)" 4b)(6)  Pstate.gov>

Blome, Donald A (Tunis)
b6y |

(b)(6) .
[b)(6) [(Tunis) 4(b

JEVEL Pstate.gov>;
(P)(6)  Pstate.gov>;
state.gov>;

)(6) [state.gov>

7/5/2024
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From:

To:

Subject:
Date:

(b))

FL-2024-00004  A-00000767712 "UNCLASSIFIED" 7/5/2024

1(3)(6) (Tunis)" <{ bstate gov>
Blome, Donald A (Tunis) <|(b )(6) dstate.gov>;
[0)6) kinva\_ Pstate.gov>;
(h)(R) [dstate.gov>;
TR [Tunis) <|(b)(6) i@state.gow

RE: Social Media Roundup: Octaber 25, 2021
Mon, 25 Oct 2021 17:45:28 +0000

From: Blome, DonaIdA(Tunls)<| )(6) :@state gov>

[rhyiRy

ber 25, 2021 6 26 PM
To?li‘b)(a) Tunls) Pstate.gow; |(b)(6) Jﬁrhwm TPstate.gov>;
S

tate.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021

(b)(3)

Get Outlook for i0OS

From{(b)(6)

Tunis) <FanousMK@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:10:05 PM
To: Tunis News Updates - DL <TunisNewsUpdates@state.gov>
Subject: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021
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Social Media Daily Roundup
October 25, 2021

Trending Hashtags and Keywords

Non Responsive

Reaction to PM Bouden’s Trip to Saudi Arabia
Non Responsive
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Non Responsive

Allegations of NIH funded cruel experiments on dogs

Social media activists and pages carried strong responses to U.S. media stories
alleging NIH funded cruel experiments on puppies carried out in a Tunisian lab.
Prominent physician Zakaria Bouguira posted on Facebook: * An ethics scandal
erupts in America about Dr. Fauci and his participation in inhumane experiments
on dogs in Tunisia. This is not the first time Tunisia gets involved with American
labs in experiments that violate the law and morals. Remember the scandal of
paromomycin experiments on children in Sidi Bouzid.”
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Tunisian activist and president of watchdog IWatch organization, Achref Aouadi,
posted on Facebook: “The Tunisian lab that carried out experiments on puppies for
an American study is again the Pasteur Institute. This is the second study,
following another one they conducted on the children of Sidi Bouzid for the benefit
of the U.S. Department of Defense.”

Tunisian model and activist, Azza Slimene (1.5 million followers), posted on her
Instagram page: “It’s time to do something... We need to activate animal
protection laws in Tunisia!!”
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Animal rights groups launched calls on social media to organize a protest in front
of Pasteur Institute in downtown Tunis. One member of “Animaux Sans Toit”
Facebook group (213K) posted: * Whoever loves animals should join us tomorrow
at 1 1am in front of the Pasteur Institute.” More activists posted in “SOS Animaux
Tunisie” Facebook group (165K members) also calling for a protest.
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Sender: |(b)(6) ITunis)" <[b)(6) bstate.gov>

| Blome, Donald A (Tunisg 4@@. Dstate.gov>;
.. [(b)(6) (b)(6) pstate.gov>;
Recipient: | \(6) [@state.gov>;

T [(Tunis) 4(b)(6) [@state.gov>
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From: "Blome, Donald A (Tunis)" <Eb)(6) :@state.gow
'@(_6) ](Tung' MState.gov>;
I(b)(6) HD)(0) [dstate.gov>;
ST _ ' distate.gov>;
(b)(6) (Tunis) (b)(6) Pstate.gov>
Subject: Re: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021

Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 21:09:00 +0000

To:

(b))

Get Outlook for 108

From:|(b)(6) ](Tunis) <FanousMK@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 9:28:12 PM

To: Blome, Donald A (Tunis) 4(b)(6) ,_bstate.qo\.ﬂ*m\. d,(b](m Jbstate.govx
I|(b)(6) B (0)(D) Tunis) {(b)(6)_J@state.gov>

Subject: RE: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021

Ambassador, reference to your question, the backstory is that in 2015 Al Jazeera produced a
documentary entitled “Can killers make a medicine?” alleging that the Pasteur Institute was working on
a grant with Walter Reed Hospital funded by DOD to test leishmaniasis medication on Tunisian children
in Sidi Bouzeid. The Pasteur Institute strongly refuted the allegations that they were using Tunisian
children and sued Al Jazeera. Al Jazeera also alleged that the Pasteur Institute was working with Israel
to produce the medicine used in the testing, which the Institute also refuted explaining that an Israeli
lab was asked by Walter Reed to produce a small quantity of the medication.

From:l(b)(G) ]Tunis)
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:45 PM
To:Blome, Donald A (Tunis) 4b)(6) __ Pstate gavs:[b)(6) _ U6 lastate gov>;
|(b)(6) state.gov>[(P)(6) Tunis) {P)(B) pstate.gov>
Subject: RE: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021
(b)(S)
(b)(S)
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From: Blome, Donald A (Tunis) <BlomeDA@state.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:26 PM

Toy|(b)(6) [Tunis) {(b)(6) state. ov>;Eb)(6) |*b)(6) bstatelgovx
[(b)(G) Pstate gov> —

Subject: Fwd: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021

(b)(5)

Get Outlook for i0OS

From:{(b)(6) 1(Tunis) {b)(6) _Jpstate.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:10:05 PM

To: Tunis News Updates - DL <TunisNewsUpdates@state.gov>
Subject: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021

Social Media Daily Roundup
October 25, 2021

Trending Hashtags and Keywords

Non Responsive

Reaction to PM Bouden’s Trip to Saudi Arabia

Non Responsive
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Non Responsive

Non Responsive

Allegations of NIH funded cruel experiments on dogs

Social media activists and pages carried strong responses to U.S. media stories
alleging NIH funded cruel experiments on puppies carried out in a Tunisian lab.
Prominent physician Zakaria Bouguira posted on Facebook: * An ethics scandal
erupts in America about Dr. Fauci and his participation in inhumane experiments
on dogs in Tunisia. This is not the first time Tunisia gets involved with American
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labs in experiments that violate the law and morals. Remember the scandal of
paromomycin experiments on children in Sidi Bouzid.”

Tunisian activist and president of watchdog I[Watch organization, Achref Aouadi,
posted on Facebook: “The Tunisian lab that carried out experiments on puppies for
an American study is again the Pasteur Institute. This is the second study,
following another one they conducted on the children of Sidi Bouzid for the benefit
of the U.S. Department of Defense.”

Tunisian model and activist, Azza Slimene (1.5 million followers), posted on her
Instagram page: “It’s time to do something. .. We need to activate animal
protection laws in Tunisia!!”
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Animal rights groups launched calls on social media to organize a protest in front
of Pasteur Institute in downtown Tunis. One member of “Animaux Sans Toit”
Facebook group (213K) posted: * Whoever loves animals should join us tomorrow
at 1 1am in front of the Pasteur Institute.” More activists posted in “SOS Animaux
Tunisie” Facebook group (165K members) also calling for a protest.
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Sender: "Blome, Donald A (Tunis)" <{(b)(6) }@state.gov>

[(b)6) [Tunis) 4b)(6) _Jastate.gov>;
hYA\ hV(G) Jw‘state.gov>;

Recipient:

(b)(6) [@state.gov>;
b)(6) (Tunis) <:i(b)(6) Estate.gow
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From: [(b)(6) '_ltTunis)" ‘
To: ’b)(G) l(Tunis) { )(6 }ﬁastate gov>
CC: [b kTunis) e{(b)(G) bstate.gov>

Subject: RE: O/I Items for October 25
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 16:51:21 +0000

QOB

Sorry for the late submission!

~¢SBU)-Pastcur lnstitutc{(b)(G) ]\fﬁrms Tunisia is Not Abusing Dogs: On October
24, a U.S.-based animal rights group published on its website that an NTH-funded project in Tunisia
rcquired rescarchers to perform brutal experiments on dogs, to include removing their vocal cords and
putting their heads in mesh cages filled withsand flies. These abuses, among others, are allegedly part of
an ongoing research program to test the efficacy of a vaccine against visceral leishmaniasis at the Pasteur
Institute of Tunis. This discasc is fatal in 95 percent of cascs if Icft untreated and affects between 50,000
and 90,000 people each year. In response, Pasteur InstituteIZb)( 6) ]told EconOff on October
25 that the allegations are completely false, and the research, funded by the NIH and a British medical
institution, follows the standards and ethics put into place by U.S. and British regulations.

Thanks,

[b)8) |

From:|(b)(6) J(Tunis) {b)(G) :Elstate.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 12:47 PM

To:Eb)(G) ] (Tunis) 4(b)(6) state.gov>; Tunis Econ Americans - DL
<TunisEconAmericans@state.gov>;|(b)(6) [@usaid.gov>;}0)(6) |

{Tunis) 4(b)(6) state.gov>; Tunis RSO Agents-DL <TumsRSOAgents@state gov>{(hY(R) 1
{ Tunis TDY) {(b)(6) lostate.gov>; Kb)(G) |(Tun|s) {b)(6) Twstate.gov>; [h\(ﬁ\ ]
(T unis) <|( b)(6) bstate.govzl(h\(ﬁ\ @state.gov>, [(b)(6) [Tunis)
<Fay Wstate.gov>;|(h\(A) I(Tunis) {bY(6Y  Pstate.gov>;|(b)(6) [Tunis)
4(b)(6) Dstate. Eov> l(b)(6) [Tunis) <(b)(6) I@State.gc[v_ﬂm)(&_}_‘

{rVG) I@state.gov>;(b)(6) ﬁaid.govx(b)(ﬁ) o
'_,HDJ(GJI@ usaid.gov>,|(b)(6) |(b)(6) Estate.gov>; Eh\,ﬁﬁ\ , __,busaid.gov>;

Tunis Pol Americans - DL <TunisPolAmericans@state.gov>
Subject: O/| Items for October 25

Good aftemoon colleagues,

Please send any O/Is in the below format by 5 p.m. Please also flag additions to the visit/event
list—principals, dates, and control ofticers.

Thank you,
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X&) |

(U) Title: A sentence to a paragraph informing Washington of a key meeting, event,
achievement, or development, or providing additional context/clarification for a story in the
news. Times New Roman, size-12 font.

-e3BH3Upcoming Visits/Engagements/Events:

(b)s) |

Political Officer
U.S. Embassy Tunis

— SENSIFIVE-BUT-HNCEASSIFED:
Sender: [(b)(6) [ Tunis)” <kb)(6) }@state.gov>
(b)(6) [(Tunis) db)6)  Iastate.gov>;

Recjpient: QG |(Tunis) <[b)(6) bstate.gov>
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From: "i(b)(G) kTunis)“ q(b)(6) dstate.gov>
To: |(b)(6) [(Tunis) 4b)(6) [@state.gov>
cc: [(b)(6) JTunis) <|(b)(6) F)state.gow

Subject: Re: O/I Items for October 25
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 17:01:43 +0000

No problem! Thank you!
[ was very glad to see this one too. Re:puppies.

Best,

[b)&) |

Get @utlook for 10S_

From|(b)(6) JiTunis) §6Y76) |@state gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 5:51:21 PM

To:|(b)(6) (TyoisL(D)6)  J@state gov>
Cc:[(b)(G) |{Tunis)j@)(6) state.gov>

Subject: RE: O/I Items for October 25

(b)(6)

Sorry for the late submission!

<5BtH Pasteur lnstitute[b)(G) }fﬁrms Tunisia is Not Abusing Degs: On October
24, a U.S.-bascd animal rights group published on its website that an NIH-funded project in Tunisia
required researchers to perform brutal experiments on dogs, to include removing their vocal cords and
putting their heads in mesh cages filled with sand flies. These abuses, among others, are allegedly part of
an ongoing rcsearch program to test the cfficacy of a vaccine against visceral lcishmaniasis at the Pastcur
Institute of Tunis. This disease is fatal in 95 percent of cases if left untreated and affects between 50,000
and 90,000 people each year. In response, Pasteur Institute[( b)(6) :bld EconOff on October
25 that the allcgations arc completely falsc, and the rescarch, funded by the NIH and a British medical
institution, follows the standards and ethics put into place by U.S. and British regulations,

Thanks,

[b)e) |

From:[RY(&Y H(Tunis) <frvay - J@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 12:47 PM \

To:l( bV 6) -lTunis) 4(13)(6) b)state.gov>; Tunis Econ Americans - DL
<TunisEconAmericans@state.gov>{(b)(6) @ usaid. gov>; ey I
{Tunis) {(b)(ﬁ) |@state.gov>; Tunis RSO Agents-DL <TunisRSOAgents@state.gov>; bye)
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( Tunis TDY) <DempseyATDY @state.gov>; Kiphuth, Richard (Tunis) <KiphuthR@state.gov>; Guard, Ryan
F (Tunis) <GuardR@state.gov>; Newcomb, Sean P <NewcombSP@state.gov>; Shirley, Richard (Tunis)
<ShirleyR@state.gov>; Fanous, Mary K (Tunis) <FanousMK@state.gov>; Tarakhovsky, Dmitri (Tunis)
<TarakhovskyD @state.gov>; Turner, Keiji D (Tunis) <TurnerKD4@state.gov>; Sanicki, Anne
<SanickiA@state.gov>; Klaits, Alexander (ME/NAA) <aklaits@usaid.gov>; Marsili, Alana M. (ME)
<amarsili@usaid.gov>; Thibault, Erica (Tunis) <ThibaultE@state.gov>; Flay, Randolph <rflay@usaid.gov>;
Tunis Pol Americans - DL <TunisPolAmericans@state.gov>

Subject: O/l Items for October 25

Good aftemoon colleagues,

Please send any O/Is in the below format by 5 p.m. Please also flag additions to the visit/event
list—principals, dates, and control officers.

Thank you,

kb)) |

(U) Title: A sentence to a paragraph informing Washington of a key meeting, event,
achievement, or development, or providing additional context/clarification for a story in the
news. Times New Roman, size-12 font.

-84y Upcoming Visits/Engagements/Events:

lo)6) |
Political Officer
U.S. Embassy Tunis

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

Sender: [b)(6) {@state.gov>
e\ fib)ied _ Jostate.gov>;
Recipient: B6 @state.gOV>
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From: '!(b)(G) tTunis)" 4(b)(6) pstate.gov>
To: [)(6) ITunis) {0)(6)_ Jastate.gov>
Subject: Re: Dog O/I
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 16:48:04 +0000

Looks good. Minor edits.

From:l(b)(G) }unis) <i(b)(6) |@5tate.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 5:40 PM

To: I(b)(G) ](Tunis) gb)(G) ]@state.gov>

Subject: Dog O/I

Here is the @/I from today for your clearance:

8By Pasteur lnstitutt{b)(ﬁ) ‘Afﬁrms Tunisia is Not Abusing Dogs: On October
24, a U.S.-bascd animal rights group published on its website that an NIH-funded projcct in Tunisia
required researchers to perform brutal experiments on dogs, to include removing their vocal cords and
putting their heads in mesh cages filled with sand flies. These abuses, amongst others, are allegedly part
of an ongoing rescarch program to test the cfficacy of a vaccinc against visceral Icishmaniasis at the
Pasteur Institute of Tunis, This disease is fatal in 95 percent of cases if left untreated and affiects between
50,000 and 90,000 people each year. In response, Pasteur Institute [(b)( 6) }old EconOff on
October 25 that the allegations are completely false, and the research, funded by the NIH and a British
medical institution, follows the standards and ethics put into placc by U.S. and British rcgulations.

V/R,

o)) |
Sender: [(b)(6) |(Tunis)" {(b)(6) |astate.gov>
Recipient: |(b)(6) [(Tunis) 4(b)(6) _|astate.gov>

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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From: [(b)(6) [@state.gov>
. (b)6) [@state.gov>;
LG bY(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: RE: DAM]
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 19:04:55 +0000

7/5/2024

Thanks-|{by(5
|(b)(5)]Tl[LLL"hanks,

—SENSHHYE BUF-BNEEASSHFED—

[@state.gov>

From:{(h)(6) J@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 2:49 PM

To:l(b)(G) ]@State.gov>;kb)(6)
Subject: DAMJ

Hi[(b)(6) |

Non Responsive

hysy |
—SENSIHYEB U FUNCEASSIHIED—
From:|(b)(6) JTunis) <Kb)(6) bsta_te.gg)

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 12:55 PM
To: Tunis O/ <TunisO/I@state.gov>
Subject: Tunisia Night Notes from Tunis - October 25, 2021

Good evening,

Non Responsive

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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Non Responsive

-¢SBU)Pasteur lnstitutc|(b)(6) |Aﬁ"1rms Tunisiais Not Abusing Dogs: On
October 24, a U.S .-based animal rights group published on its website that an NIH-funded
project in Tunisia required researchers to perform brutal experiments on dogs, to include
removing their vocal cords and putting their heads in mesh cages filled with sand flies. These
abuses, among others, are allegedly part of an ongoing research program to test the efficacy of a
vaccine against visceral leishmaniasis at the Pasteur Institute of Tunis. This disease is fatal in 95
percent of cases if left untreated and affiects between 50,000 and 90,008 people each year. In
response, Pasteur InstituteKb)(G) ]told EconOft on October 25 that the allegations
are completely false, and the research, funded by the NIH and a British medical institution,
follows the standards and ethics put into place by U.S. and British regulations.

Non Responsive

Non Responsive

Thank you,
|0)(6) |

Political @fficer
U.S. Embassy Tunis

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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Sender: [b)(6) _|4b)(6) [ostate.gov>

Recipient: ?)((%l) k@state. qov>;

state.gov>
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From: |( b)(6) Pstate.gov>

To: b)(6) state.gov>;

B (9)[(9) state.gov>
Subject: RE: DAM]

Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 19:16:24 +0000

Thanksl(b)(s) .
From{(b)(5) [Pstate.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 3:05 PM

To:l bstate gov>[th\(R) ~ Pstate.gov>

Subject RE DAMI

Thanks-|(b) (5)

[b)5) JThanks,

(g

b)(

SRR R B E R SR S R D

From:(b)(6) Jostate.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 2:49 PM

To :t b)(6) Estate.gow[b)(G) Pstate.gov>

Subject: DAMJ
Hi|(b)(6)

Non Responsive

[b)6) ]

= NS YR BYE M EASS I ED-
From{b)(G) ITunls) 4 E]_state .gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 12 55 PM

To: Tunis O/l <TunisO/I@state.gov>
Subject: Tunisia Night Notes from Tunis - October 25, 2021

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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Good evening,

Non Responsive

—SBWyPasteur lnstitutel(b)(G) |Afﬁrms Tunisia is Not Abusing Dogs: On
October 24, a U.S -based animal rights group published on its website that an NIH-funded
project in Tunisia required researchers to perform brutal experiments on dogs, to include
removing their vocal cords and putting their heads in mesh cages filled with sand flies. These
abuses, among others, are allegedly part of an ongoing research program to test the efficacy of a
vaccine against visceral leishmaniasis at the Pasteur Institute of Tunis. This disease is fatal in 95
percent of cases if left untreated and affects between 50,000 and 90,000 people each year. In
response, Pasteur Institute&b)(ﬁ) lold EconOff on October 25 that the allegations
are completely false, and the research, funded by the NIH and a British medical institution,
follows the standards and ethics put into place by U.S. and British regulations.

Non Responsive

Non Responsive

Thank you,

[b)(6) |
Political Officer
U.S. Embassy Tunis

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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—SENSHFHVE-BUT BNCEASSHHED—

SENSIHVEBY+HNEEASSHHED-

Sender: |(b)(6) |@state.gov>
. [(0)(6) state.gov>;
Recipient: T e state.gov>

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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From: |b)(6) lastate.gov>
oy kb)(6) [@state.gov>;
Kb)(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: RE: DAM]
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 19:20:31 +0000

Perfect - thanks

—SENSIHIVE-BUF-UNEEASSIFIEB—

Fromfb)(6) [@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 3:16 PM

To{(b)(6) state.gov>; [p16) __|@state.gov>

Subject: RE: DAMJ

Thanks|(b)(5) |
-SENSIHIVE-BEF-BNCEASSHIED-

From{(b)(6) |@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 3:05 PM

To :|(b)(6) }Bstate.govxlfb)(fi) tﬂ__state.gow

Subject: RE: DAM)

Thanks-(b)(5)

(035 ] Thanks,(b)( |

—SENSHHVE-BUT UNEEASSIFIED—

Froml(b)(ﬁ) @state.g@b
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 2:49 PM

To{b)(G) ]@state.go_w;Kb)(G) ptate.gov>

Subject: DAM]

Hil(b)(6) |
(b)(5)

[5Y@)Y)

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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“SENSITHVE B YT UNCEASSHFIED—

From:{b)(6) |@state.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 12:55 PM

To: Tunis O/l <TunisO/I@state.gov>

Subject: Tunisia Night Notes from Tunis - October 25, 2021

Good evening,

Non Responsive

-tSBY) Pasteur lnstitute|(b)(6) ]Afﬁrms Tunisia is Not Abusing Dogs: On
October 24, a U.S -based animal rights group published on its website that an NIH-funded
project in Tunisia required researchers to perform brutal experiments on dogs, to include
removing their vocal cords and putting their heads in mesh cages filled with sand flies. These
abuses, among others, are allegedly part of an ongoing research program to test the efficacy of a
vaccine against visceral leishmaniasis at the Pasteur Institute of Tunis. This disease is fatal in 95
percent of cases if left untreated and affects between 50,000 and 90,000 people each year. In
response, Pasteur InstituteEb)(S) told EconOft on October 25 that the allegations
are completely false, and the research, funded by the NIH and a British medical institution,
follows the standards and ethics put into place by U.S. and British regulations.

Non Responsive

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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€SBH) Reporting:|Non Responsive

|Non Responsive |

Thank you,

[b)e)
Political @fficer
U.S. Embassy Tunis

~“SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSIFIED-

-SENSHIVE-BUTUNEEASSIFEED—

~SENSHHIVEBUF UNECLEASSIHIED-

Sender: [b)(6) [@state.gov>
.o [b)(6) jtate.gov>;
Recipient: 5Y6) ~Pstate.gov>

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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From: |(b)(6) Eunis)" &b)( @state.gov>

To: (0)(6) TTunis) ¢B}E} _ Bstate.gov>;
" b)) [Tunis) {B)(6)  pstate.gov>

CC: Tunis Econ Americans - DL <TunisEconAmericans@state.gov>

Re: Controversial Article about an NIH Funded Project in Tunisia that is
unnecessarily *Drugging Puppies”

Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 14:02:30 +0000

Subject:

Phone call with Pasteur Institute|(b)(6) ]ust told me that the U S.
organization White Coat Waste lied about cutting the vocal cords of dogs and making them eat
sandflies. He said that the scientific experiments made on dogs in Tunisia are standardized and
authorized in advance. He said Pasteur Institute prepared a communique for the public if needed
but prefer to wait before publishing anything so they wouldn’t cause more attention to yhe issue.

Get Outlook foriOS__

From:|(b)(6) JTunis) {b)(6)  Jpstate.gov>
Sent_bMnndayv_October 25, 2021 2:18 PM

To:[P)(6) (Tunis); [DY(©6) |Tunis)

Cc: Tunis Econ Americans - DL
Subject: RE: Controversial Article about an NIH Funded Project in Tunisia that is unnecessarily
“Drugging Puppies”

[6X5) |

From:l(b)(ﬁ) ](Tunis) 4(b)( |@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 2:13 PM

ToKb)(G) ]{Tunis) {b)(G) :@state.gow

Cc: Tunis Econ Americans - DL <TunisEconAmericans@state.gov>Ek)(6) |
Kk)(G) )@state.gov>
Subject: Re: Controversial Article about an NIH Funded Project in Tunisia that is unnecessarily “Drugging
Puppies”

The director of the Pasteur Institute Hechmi Louzir denied in a radio interview this morning the reports
that the institute wasinvolved in brutal experiments on dogs, as it was cited in local media reports.

He stressed that the experiments that were conducted on dogs at the Pasteur Institute, as part of global
research on visceral leishmaniasis {leishmaniose viscérale), were carried out within the framework of
respecting scientific ethics, denying the adoption of any brutal methods as indicated by those reports.

In a statement to Mosaique, Pasteur Institute President Hechmi Louzir said that the mentioned research
was funded by two institutions concerned with medical research, the American (NIH) and the British
{(Wellcome Trust), and was supervised by three teams in the world, one in the United States and another
in Britain, and a third team in Tunisia {the Pasteur Institute).

The research, which was launched in 2018, and its results were recently published, aims to find out the
attractiveness of dogs infected with leishmaniasis in transmitting the disease to children.

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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Louzir explained that the choice of Tunisia comes from several considerations, the first of which is the
presence of the germ that causes the disease in Tunisia, in addition to the experience and possession of
the necessary techniques to be used in research.

He added, "It is an honor for Tunisia to have researchers at the level of internationally funded research
and in partnership with prestigious scientific institutes to advance in the treatment of diseases."
According to the World Health Organization, visceral leishmaniasis, also known as kala azar, is fatal in
95% of cases if left untreated. It is characterized by irregular episodes of fever, weight loss, enlarged
spleen and liver, and anemia. Most of its cases are concentrated in Brazil, East Africa and India. The
number of new cases around the world is estimated at between 50,000 and 90,000 annually, of which
only 25 to 45 per cent are reported to the World Health Organization.

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

On 24 October 2021 at 2:13:47 PM GMT+1[{b)(6) __ |Tunis) {b)(G}EstategaD wrote:

Controversial Article about an NIH Funded Project in Tunisia that is unnecessarily “Drugging Puppies”

This article was just mentioned by I-Watch representative Mouheb Garoui who relayed White Coast
Waste Organization claim that 44 puppies were used in an NIH funded project in Tunisia for a scientific
experiment, where the vocal cords of some dogs were removed, and the scientists allegedly did this so
that they could work without the incessant barking of dogs that were in great pain. The U.S. National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) under the NIH allegedly paid part of a $375,800 grant
to a lab in Tunisia to anesthetize dogs and put their heads in mesh cages filled with hungry sand flies, so
the insects could eat them alive. They also locked the dogs alone in cages in the desert overnight for 9
consecutive nights to use as bait to attract infectious sand flies. According to White Coat Waste, the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) does not require drug testing on dogs, so the organization and a
group of lawmakers are questioning why such testing is needed. Link

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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Link from Mouheb Garoui FB Page

The Article (from thehill.com)

[Bipartisan legislators demand answers from Fauci on ‘cruel' puppy experiments

"Our investigators show that Fauci’s NIH division shipped part of @ $375,800 grant to a lab in Tunisia
to drug beagles and lock their heads in mesh cages filled with hungry sand flies so that the insects
could eat them alive," White Coat Waste said.

By
Christian Spencer | Oct. 22, 2021

White Coat Waste Story at a glance:

A bipartisan letter demands answers from the director of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases and President Biden's chief medical adviser.

House members, most of whom are Republicans, want Fauci to explain himself in response to
allegations brought on by the White Coat Waste Project that involve drugging puppies.

Allegedly, 44 beagle puppies were used in a North Africa laboratory, and some of the dogs had
f(heir vocal cords removed so scientists could work without incessant barking.

A bipartisan letter demands answers from the director of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases and President Biden's chief medical adviser.

The White Coat Waste Project, the nonprofit organization that first pointed out that U.S. taxpayers
were being used to fund the controversial Wuhan Institute of Virology, have now turned its sights on
Anthony Fauci on another animal-testing-related matter — infecting dozens of beagles with disease-
causing parasites to test an experimental drug on them.

House members, most of whom are Republicans, want Fauci to explain himself in response to
bllegations brought on by the White Coat Waste Project that involve drugging puppies.

|
hccording to the White Coat Waste Project, the Food and Drug Administration does not require drugs

|to be tested on dogs, so the group is asking why the need for such testing.

I

|White Coat Waste claims that 44 beagle puppies were used in a Tunisia, North Africa, laboratory, and
|some of the dogs had their vocal cords removed, allegedly so scientists could work without incessant
barking.

Leading the effort is Rep. Nancy Mace (R-S.C.), writing a letter to the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
lsaying the cordectomies are “cruel” and a “reprehensible misuse of taxpayer funds.”

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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"Our investigators show that Fauci’s NIH division shipped part of a $375,800 grant to a lab in Tunisia to
drug beagles and lock their heads in mesh cages filled with hungry sand flies so that the insects could
eat them alive," White Coat Waste told Changing America. "They also locked beagles alone in cagesin
the desert overnight for nine consecutive nights to use them as bait to attract infectious sand flies."

[Mace’s letter was signed by Reps.Cindy Axne (D-lowa), Cliff Bentz (R-Ore.), Steve Cohen (D-Tenn.),
Rick Crawford (R-Ark.), Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), Scott Franklin (R-Fla.), Andrew Garbarino (R-N.Y.),
Carlos Gimenez (R-Fla.), Jimmy Gomez (D-Calif.), Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.), Fred Keller (R-Pa.), Ted Lieu
(D-Calif.), Lisa McClain (R-Mich.), Nicole Malliotakis (R-N.Y.), Brian Mast (R-Fla.), Scott Perry (R-Pa.), Bill
Posey (R-Fla.), Mike Quigley (D-IIl.), Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-Calif.), Maria E. Salazar (R-Fla.), Terri Sewell
(D-Ala.), Daniel Webster (R-Fla.) and Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.)

The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases did not immediately respond to a request for
comment from Changing America.

https://thehill.com/changing-america/well-being/medical-advances/578086-bipartisan-legislators-
demand-answers-from-fauci

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer
Sender: [(0)(6) (Tunis)" {P)(Epstate.gov>

[\

I(b)(6) | (Tunis) {(b)(6)  Pstate.gov>;

Recipient: |(b)(6) [Tunis) 4b)(6) _Pstate.gov>;
Tunis Econ Americans - DL <TunisEconAmericans@state.gov>
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From: [b)(6) __[@state.gov>
To: [(b)(6) Tastate.gov>;
) [(b)(6) Pstate.gov>

CC: Tunis Econ Americans - DL <TunisEconAmericans@state.gov>

Re: Controversial Article about an NIH Funded Project in Tunisia that is
unnecessarily “Drugging Puppies”

Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 14:09:31 +0000

Subject:

Phone call with Pasteur Institute researcheJ(b)(G) ]U.S. Tunisian researcheifb)(6) |
told me that his NIH funded project was presented in a wrong and distasteful way denying all
allegations of cruelty against puppies noting that all his research is legal, open, and transparent
and he welcomes anybody who wants to verify it.Eb)(G) ]said that him personally ans his family
are receiving hate phone calls and threats on social media.

N.B.Eb)(G) |said that a journalist asked him about the link with the previous
Leishmaniasis scandal but he deflated the question.

Get Outlook for 10S

From|(b)(6) Pstate.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 3:02:30 PM
To(b)(6) J@state.gov>; kbX6) [@state.gov>

Cc: Tunis Econ Americans - DL <TunisEconAmericans@state.gov>
Subject: Re: Controversial Article about an NIH Funded Project in Tunisia that is unnecessarily “Drugging
Puppies”

Phone call with Pasteur Institute|(b)(6) Jjust told me that the U.S.
organization White Coat Waste lied about cutting the vocal cords of dogs and making them eat
sandflies. He said that the scientific experiments made on dogs in Tunisia are standardized and
authorized in advance. He said Pasteur Institute prepared a communigque for the public if needed
but prefer to wait before publishing anything so they wouldn’t cause more attention to yhe issue.

Get Outlook for 10S

From:{(b)(6) [@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 2:18 PM

To:Eb)(S) |

Cc: Tunis Econ Americans - DL

Subject: RE: Controversial Article about an NIH Funded Project in Tunisia that is unnecessarily
“Drugging Puppies”

|6)s) |
From:|b)(6) Jostate.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 2:13 PM
To:fb)(6) J@state gov>

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)
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Cc: Tunis Econ Americans - DL <TunisEconAmericans@state.gov>;ﬁb)(6) !
Kb)(e) :@state.gov>

Subject: Re: Controversial Article about an NIH Funded Project in Tunisia that is unnecessarily “Drugging
Puppies”

The director of the Pasteur Institute Hechmi Louzir denied in a radio interview this morning the reports
that the institute was involved in brutal experiments on dogs, as it was cited in local media reports.

He stressed that the experiments that were conducted on dogs at the Pasteur Institute, as part of global
research on visceral leishmaniasis (leishmaniose viscérale), were carried out within the framework of
respecting scientific ethics, denying the adoption of any brutal methods as indicated by those reports.

In a statement to Mosaique, Pasteur Institute President Hechmi Louzir said that the mentioned research
was funded by two institutions concerned with medical research, the American (NIH) and the British
(Wellcome Trust), and was supervised by three teams in the world, one in the United States and another
in Britain, and a third team in Tunisia (the Pasteur Institute).

The research, which was launched in 2018, and its results were recently published, aims to find out the
attractiveness of dogs infected with leishmaniasis in transmitting the disease to children.

Louzir explained that the choice of Tunisia comes from several considerations, the first of which is the
presence of the germ that causes the disease in Tunisia, in addition to the experience and possession of
the necessary techniques to be used in research.

He added, "It is an honor for Tunisia to have researchers at the level of internationally funded research
and in partnership with prestigious scientific institutes to advance in the treatment of diseases."
According to the World Health Organization, visceral leishmaniasis, also known as kala azar, is fatal in
95% of cases if left untreated. It is characterized by irregular episodes of fever, weight loss, enlarged
spleen and liver, and anemia. Most of its cases are concentrated in Brazil, East Africa and India. The
number of new cases around the world is estimated at between 50,000 and 90,000 annually, of which
only 25 to 45 per cent are reported to the World Health Organization.

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

On 24 October 2021 at 2:13:47 PM GMT+1|(b)(6) }Estate.gow wrote:

Controversial Article about an NIH Funded Project in Tunisia that is unnecessarily “Drugging Puppies”

This article was just mentioned by I-Watch representative Mouheb Garoui who relayed White Coast
Waste Organization claim that 44 puppies were used in an NIH funded project in Tunisia for a scientific
experiment, where the vocal cords of some dogs were removed, and the scientists allegedly did this so
that they could work without the incessant barking of dogs that were in great pain. The U.S. National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) under the NIH allegedly paid part of a $375,800 grant
to a lab in Tunisia to anesthetize dogs and put their heads in mesh cages filled with hungry sand flies, so
the insects could eat them alive. They also locked the dogs alone in cages in the desert overnight for 9
consecutive nights to use as bait to attract infectious sand flies. According to White Coat Waste, the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) does not require drug testing on dogs, so the organization and a
group of lawmakers are questioning why such testing is needed. Link

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)



FL-2024-00004 A-00000766568 "UNCLASSIFIED" 7/5/2024

Link from Mouheb Garoui FB Page

The Article (from thehill.com)

|Bipartisan legislators demand answers from Fauci on 'cruel' puppy experiments

"Our investigators show that Fauci’s NIH division shipped part of a $3755,800 grant to a lab in Tunisia
to drug beagles and lock their heads in mesh cages filled with hungry sand flies so that the insects
could eat them alive," White Coat Waste said.

By
Christian Spencer | Oct. 22, 2021

White Coat Waste Story at a glance:

A bipartisan letter demands answers from the director of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases and President Biden's chief medical adviser.

House members, most of whom are Republicans, want Fauci to explain himself in response to
|a||egations brought on by the White Coat Waste Project that involve drugging puppies.

Allegedly, 44 beagle puppies were used in a North Africa laboratory, and some of the dogs had
their vocal cords removed so scientists could work without incessant barking.

IA bipartisan letter demands answers from the director of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases and President Biden's chief medical adviser.
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The White Coat Waste Project, the nonprofit organization that first pointed out that U.S. taxpayers
were being used to fund the controversial Wuhan Institute of Virology, have now turned its sights on
Anthony Fauci on another animal-testing-related matter — infecting dozens of beagles with disease-
causing parasites to test an experimental drug on them.

House members, most of whom are Republicans, want Fauci to explain himself in response to
allegations brought on by the White Coat Waste Project that involve drugging puppies.

According to the White Coat Waste Project, the Food and Drug Administration does not require drugs
to be tested on dogs, so the group is asking why the need for such testing.

White Coat Waste claims that 44 beagle puppies were used in a Tunisia, North Africa, laboratory, and
some of the dogs had their vocal cords removed, allegedly so scientists could work without incessant
barking.

Leading the effort is Rep. Nancy Mace (R-S.C.), writing a letter to the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
saying the cordectomies are “cruel” and a “reprehensible misuse of taxpayer funds.”

"Our investigators show that Fauci’s NIH division shipped part of a $375,800 grant to a lab in Tunisia to
drug beagles and lock their heads in mesh cages filled with hungry sand flies so that the insects could
eat them alive," White Coat Waste told Changing America. "They also locked beagles alone in cages in
the desert overnight for nine consecutive nights to use them as bait to attract infectious sand flies."

[Mace’s letter was signed by Reps.Cindy Axne (D-lowa), Cliff Bentz (R-Ore.), Steve Cohen ( D-Tenn.),
Rick Crawford (R-Ark.), Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), Scott Franklin (R-Fla.), Andrew Garbarino (R-N.Y.),
Carlos Gimenez (R-Fla.), Jimmy Gomez (D-Calif.), Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.}, Fred Keller (R-Pa.), Ted Lieu
(D-Calif.), Lisa McClain (R-Mich.), Nicole Malliotakis (R-N.Y.), Brian Mast (R-Fla.), Scott Perry (R-Pa.}, Bill
Posey (R-Fla.}, Mike Quigley (D-Ill.), Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-Calif.), Maria E. Salazar (R-Fla.), Terri Sewell
D-Ala.), Daniel Webster (R-Fla.) and Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.)

The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases did not immediately respond to a request for
comment from Changing America.

https://thehill.com/changing-america/well-being/medical-advances/578086-bipartisan-legislators-
demand-answers-from-fauci

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer

Sender: (b)(6) [@state.gov>
[b)®) |@state.gov>:
Recipient: |(b)(6) Jastate.gov>;

Tunis Econ Americans - DL <TunisEconAmericans@state.gov>
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From: |[(b)(6) [@state.gov>
To: (b)(6) ([@state.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Tunisia Night Notes from Tunis - October 25, 2021
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 16:55:52 +0000

Get @utlook fori10S

From:[i h V@A) Pstate.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 5:54:54 PM

To: Tunis O/l <TunisO/I@state.gov>

Subject: Tunisia Night Notes from Tunis - October 25, 2021

Good evening,

~¢SBH-LGBTQI-Rights Activist Reports Assault by Police:|()(6), Non Responsive
(b)(6); Non Responsive

—5BYy-Pasteur lnstitutc|(b)(6) |Affirms Tunisia is Not Abusing Dogs: On
October 24, a U.S -based animal rights group published on its website that an NIH-funded
project in Tunisia required researchers to perform brutal experiments on dogs, to include
removing their vocal cords and putting their heads in mesh cages filled with sand flies. These
abuses, among others, are allegedly part of an ongoing research program to test the efficacy of a
vaccine against visceral leishmaniasis at the Pasteur Institute of Tunis. This disease is fatal in 95
percent of cases if left untreated and affiects between 50,000 and 90,000 people each year. In
response, Pasteur InstituteEb)(S) ]told EconOft on October 25 that the allegations
are completely false, and the research, funded by the NIH and a British medical institution,
follows the standards and ethics put into place by U.S. and British regulations.

~¢58Y9d.abor Union Calls for Inclusive National Dialoguc{(b)(G); Non Responsive |
Eb)(6); Non Responsive
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(b)(6); Non Responsive

—tSBH)-Reporting: |(b)(6); Non Responsive
[6)(8), Non |

Thank you,

|)6)
Political Officer
U.S. Embassy Tunis

"UNCLASSIFIED" 7/5/2024

—SENSIFIVE BUF UNCEASSHIED-

-SENSFHVE BUT UMNCEASSHIED-

Sender: |(b)(6) [ostate.gov>

Recipient: (0)(6)

]@state.gov>
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From: |(b)(6) pstate.gov>
To: (b)(6) [state.qov>;
' lb)(6) h)state.gov>
cc: [b)(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: Fw: Tunisia Night Notes from Tunis - October 25, 2021
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 17:03:01 +0000

Hi[(0)() |

From:l(b)(G) :bstate.gow
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 5:54 PM

To: Tunis O/l <TunisO/I@state.gov>

Subject: Tunisia Night Notes from Tunis - October 25, 2021

Good evening,

—~SBYH-LGBTQI-Rights Activist Reports Assault by Police:[NON Responsive

Non Responsive

(SBYy-Pasteur Institutc|b)(6) |Affirms Tunisia is Not Abusing Dogs: On
October 24, a U.S.-based animal rights group published on its website that an NIH-funded
project in Tunisia required researchers to perform brutal experiments on dogs, to include
removing their vocal cords and putting their heads in mesh cages filled with sand flies. These
abuses, among others, are allegedly part of an ongoing research program to test the efficacy of a
vaccine against visceral leishmaniasis at the Pasteur Institute of Tunis. This disease is fatal in 95
percent of cases if left untreated and affiects between 50,000 and 90,000 people each year. In
response, Pasteur Institute[b)(6) Jtold EconOft on October 25 that the allegations
are completely false, and the research, funded by the NIH and a British medical institution,
follows the standards and ethics put into place by U.S. and British regulations.

—(SBH¥ Labor Union Calls for Inclusive National Dialogue:|[Non Responsive |
Non Responsive |
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Non Responsive

|ﬁon Responsive

Thank you,

[(B)(6)
Political Officer

U.S. Embassy Tunis

Sender:

Recipient:

-SEMNSHPE-BHT BHEEASSIFIED—

-SENSITHYE BUT ONECEASSIFIED-

SENSITIVE BT ONCEASSHED-

(b)(6) I@state.gov>

(b)(6) @state.gow;
'(b)(G) _ Dstate.gov>;
I(b)(6) Pstate.gov>
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From: (b)(6) state.gov>
To: |(b)(6) lastate.gov>
cc: (()6) |@state.gov>

Subject: FW: Tunisia Night Notes from Tunis - Octaober 25, 2021
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 17:00:04 +0000

Non Responsive

(88t LGBTQI-Rights Activist Reports Assault by Police:/Non Responsive

Non Responsive

SENSITFHYE-BUYT ONCEASSIFIED—
From J(_b)(G) @state.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 12:55 PM

To: Tunis O/l <TunisO/1@state.gov>
Subject: Tunisia Night Notes from Tunis - October 25, 2021

Good evening,

—SBW.GBTOI-Rights Activist Reports Assault by Police:]\On Responsive

Non Responsive
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Non Responsive

~5B3-Pasteur Institut?b)(ﬁ) |Affirms Tunisia is Not Abusing Dogs: On
October 24, a U.S.-based animal nghts group published on its website that an NIH-funded
project in Tunisia required researchers to perform brutal experiments on dogs, to include
removing their vocal cords and putting their heads in mesh cages filled with sand flies. These
abuses, among others, are allegedly part of an ongoing research program to test the efficacy of a
vaccine against visceral leishmaniasis at the Pasteur Institute of Tunis. This disease is fatal in 95
percent of cases if left untreated and affects between 50,000 and 90,000 people each year. In
response, Pasteur Institutel(b)(e) |told EconOff on October 25 that the allegations
are completely false, and the research, funded by the NIH and a British medical institution,
follows the standards and ethics put into place by U.S. and British regulations.

—48B)t.abor Union Calls for Inclusive National Dialogue: Non Responsive
Non Responsive

(SBEY Reperting:]Non Responsive
Non Responsive

Thank you,

[b)e)
Political Officer
U.S. Embassy Tunis

SENSIHYE-BUF-UNCEASSHLED.

—SENSTHYE-BYUF-BNCEASSIEIEDR.

Sender: |(b )(6) @state.gov>
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o LhyE) lastate. gov>;
Recipient: I(b)(e) state.gov>
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From: |(b)(6) l@state.gov>

|(b)(6) '

To: [b)(6) |
b)(6) I
TUNT MIL-2 Lux|(b)(6) I

Subject: FW: Tunisia Media Reaction: October 26, 2021
Date: Tue, 26 Oct 2021 12:39:10 +0000

From: Tunisian, Media Reaction <TunisianMediaReaction@state.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 1:20 PM
Subject: Tunisia Media Reaction: October 26, 2021

TUNISIA MEDIA REACTION

Tuesday, October 26, 2021
Produced by the Public Affairs Section of U.S. Embassy Tunis, Tunisia

LEAD STORIES

PM BOUDEN’S PARTICIPATION INTHE MIDDLE EAST GREEN
INITIATIVE SUMMIT

On the sidelines of her participation in the Middle East Green Initiative Summit
taking place in Riyadh, PM Bouden met with Saudi Crown Prince, Mohamed Ben
Salman, to review the initiatives launched by Saudi Arabia in the field of
environmental protection. PM Bouden also met with Algerian Prime Minister,
Ayman Ben Abderrahmane. BUSINESSNEWS TUNISIE NUMERIQUE In her
address during the summit, PM Najla Bouden called for easier financial access to
transition to a green economy. BUSINESSNEWS

Several media outlets highlighted PM Bouden’s meeting with Special Presidential
Envoy for Climate, John Kerry and featured his comments to the press following
the meeting where he reiterated U.S. confidence in the Tunisian government and
support for Tunisia. TAP BABNET
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Minister of Foreign Affairs, Othman Jerandi, reaffirmed the support of both Saudi
Crown Prince and Kuwaiti Crown Prince to President Saied’s July 25 exceptional
measures. TAP

VOTING INTENTIONS POLL
Le Maghreb newspaper in conjunction with Sigma Conseil published the monthly
political barometer opinion poll:

« Regarding presidential voting intentions, President Saied leads with 89.4%
of polling results, followed by the head of PDL, Abir Moussi, with 3.5%.

« On legislative voting intentions, Free Destourian Party (PDL) leads with
32.2% followed by a hypothetical “Kais Saied Party” at 30.7%”. According
to the pollster, the hypothetical party reflects the people’s trust in the
President and their intention to vote for him if here were to form a political
party. SHEMS FM

PRESIDENT’S NATIONAL DIALOGUE

Secretary General of the Tunisian General Labor Union (UGTT), Noureddine
Tabboubi, said the union is not at odds with President Saied. Tabboubi
acknowledged the lack of communication with the Presidency, “especially since
the union has not received any ofticial clarification on President Saied's call for
launching a national dialogue with youth.” T AP

The political bureau of the Democratic Forum for Labor and Liberties (Attakatol)
party issued a statement calling for “a serious national dialogue, not an online
consultation, to truly correct the democratic transition and retumn to a constitutional
path that respects institutions and governs the people through free

elections.” RADIO MOS AIQUEFM

POLITICS

In a meeting with the Minister of State Properties and Land Affairs, President
Saied discussed the preservation of state properties and called for an end to corrupt
assignment of public domain lands on the basis of political affiliation. On the topic
of National Dialogue, the president said it will be organized with the Tunisian
people not with those who loot them. T AP

Nahda party announced that the investigating judge visited its headquarters as part
of an investigation into what is known as the "lobbying" case brought against it by
politician and former minister, Mohamed Abbou who accused Nahda of
contracting an American lobbying agency prior to the elections. In a statement
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issued October 25, Nahda reaffirmed it acts in compliance with the law in all
activities it undertakes. TAP

In its report on President Kais Saied’s promises fulfillment after two years as
president, I Watch organization indicated that 6% of the promises made by the
President Kais Saied have been fulfilled, compared to 28% of the promises in the
process of being fulfilled, 44% of the promises have not been fulfilled and 22% are
considered loose promises. RADIO SHEMSFM

The lawyer of Qalb Tounes Party President Nabil Karoui denied circulating media
reports that Nabil Karoui and his brother Ghazi Karoui were released in Algeria,
October 25, 2021. Mosaique FM

ALLEGATIONS OF NIH FUNDED CRUEL EXPERIMENTS ON DOGS
In response to allegations from a U.S.-based animal rights group that an NIH-
funded project in Tunisia required researchers to perform brutal experiments on
dogs, Director of the Pasteur Institute, Hechmi Louzir, denied reports that the
institute was involved in cruel experiments on dogs. He stressed that the
experiments that were conducted as part of global research on visceral

leishmaniasis were carried out within the framework of respecting scientific
ethics. BUSINESSNEWS

COVID-19
Director General of the National Center for Drug Vigilance and Scientific

Committee for the Response to the Coronavirus, Dr. Riadh Daghfous, said that
Tunisia has achieved nearly 80% herd immunity. RADIO SHEMSFM

STRIKE

The Regional Labor Union (UGTT) called on all workers as well as trade unionists
to engage in a strike in Sfax on October 28 to demand wage raises and to find a
solution social negotiations that have been stalled for the past two years. They are
also protesting the deteriorating purchasing power of workers. TUNISIE

NUMERIQUE
TUNISIAN MEDIA GUIDE
TV channels Description
Al-Wataniya | | Government-owned Arabic TV channel
Al Hiwar Ettounsi Private-owned Arabic TV channel
Attassia Private-owned Arabic TV channel
Hannibal TV Private-owned Arabic TV channel
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Nessma TV Privatc-owned pan-Maghreb Arabic TV channel
Radio stations Description
CapFM Private-owned Arabic radio focused on culture and arts
ExpressFM Private-owned Arabic/French radio Economic news focused
Radio IFM Private-owned Arabic radio
JawharaFM Privatc-owned Arabic radio based in Sousc
Radio Jeunes Government-owned Arabic youth-focused radio
MosaiqueFM Private-owned Arabic radio
Radio Tunis Government-owned Arabic national radio

dio Tunis Chaine Internationale (RTCI)

ShemsFM Private-owned Arabic radio
Zitouna Governnient-owned Arabic religious radio
Print/Onlinc Media - Description
La Presse Government affiliated French daily
Le Quotidien Private-owned French daily
Realités

abah (appears as As-Sabah Al-Ousboui on |

_Private-owned French dailly

Private-owned Arabic daily

Government-owned/international radio/French/English German/Spanish/Ttalian

Saturdays) B N A N -
As-Sahafa | . Government -owned Arabic daily
Ash-Shourouq | Private-owned Arabic daily
Le Temps o ' WA Private-owned French daily
Tunis Hebdo Private-owned French weekly
Akher Khabar Privatc-owned Arabic daily
Lc Maghrcb

TAP Tunis Afrique Presse

~_ Private-owned Arabic daily
~ Government-owned Arabic-English-French wire service

Businessnews

Private online Arabic/French daily

Babnet . i Private online Arabic/French daily
Nawaat Private online Arabic/French/English daily
Webmanagercenter Private online French
_Alrican manager 4 . Private online French
Leaders \ ' 4 Private online French/Arabic
Webdo Private online French
Tuniscope Private online /French

Hakackoline

Private onlinc Arabic

Tunisic numerique

Privatc online French/English

| Kapitalis y
L 'economiste maghrebin

Privatc online Arabic/French
Private online French

Tunisie Telegraph

Private online Arabic

24info

Private online French

" Acharaa

"DISCLAIMER

Private onlinc Arabic
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o Thisis a product of the Information Office of the Public Affairs Section of the U.S.
Embassy in Tunis, Tunisia, and is intended primarily for USG recipients. Selection,
compilation, translation and summarization of these pieces are done in-house to report
news and opinions as portrayed in Tunisian media. W hile we make every effort to ensure
that this is a correct representation of local opinions and news, we do not claim that what
has been reported is accurate or complete. This document is for informational pur poses
only and does not constitute an endorsement of its materials.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS CONTACTS IN TUNIS
Acting Public Affairs Officer(®)6) |ast:

o [(B)(6) astate.gov

We alwayvs welcome feedback and look forward to hearing from you. Please send
feedback and requests to subscribe/unsubscribe td®)6) !

Sender: ,bJ(6) Pstate.gov>

pre )

Recjpient: [(b)(G)

TUNI MIL-2 Lux(b)(6)

I
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From: Kb)(ﬁ) |5)state.90v>
(b)(6)
To: (b)(e)

Subject: FW: Tunisia Media Reaction: October 26, 2021
Date: Tue, 26 Oct 2021 12:38:42 +0000
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From: Tunisian, Media Reaction <TunisianMediaReaction@state.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 1:20 PM
Subject: Tunisia Media Reaction: October 26, 2021

TUNISIA MEDIA REACTION

Tuesday, October 26, 2021
Produced by the Public Affairs Section of U.S. Embassy Tunis, Tunisia

LEAD STORIES

PM BOUDEN’S PARTICIPATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST GREEN
INITIATIVE SUMMIT

On the sidelines of her participation in the Middle East Green Initiative Summit
taking place in Riyadh, PM Bouden met with Saudi Crown Prince, Mohamed Ben
Salman, to review the initiatives launched by Saudi Arabia in the field of
environmental protection. PM Bouden also met with Algerian Prime Minister,
Ayman Ben Abderrahmane. BUSINESSNEWS TUNISIE NUMERIQUE In her
address during the summit, PM Najla Bouden called for easier financial access to
transition to a green economy. BUSINESSNEWS

Several media outlets highlighted PM Bouden’s meeting with Special Presidential
Envoy for Climate, John Kerry and teatured his comments to the press following
the meeting where he reiterated U.S. confidence in the Tunisian government and

support for Tunisia. TAP BABNET

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Othman Jerandi, reaffirmed the support of both Saudi
Crown Prince and Kuwaiti Crown Prince to President Saied’s July 25 exceptional
measures. TAP

VOTING INTENTIONS POLL
Le Maghreb newspaper in conjunction with Sigma Conseil published the monthly
political barometer opinion poll:

« Regarding presidential voting intentions, President Saied leads with 89.4%
of polling results, followed by the head of PDL, Abir Moussi, with 3.5%.
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« On legislative voting intentions, Free Destourian Party (PDL) leads with
32.2% followed by a hypothetical “Kais Saied Party” at 30.7%”. According
to the pollster, the hypothetical party reflects the people’s trust in the
President and their intention to vote for him if here were to form a political
party. SHEMS FM

PRESIDENT’S NATIONAL DIALOGUE

Secretary General of the Tunisian General Labor Union (UGTT), Noureddine
Tabboubi, said the union is not at odds with President Saied. Tabboubi
acknowledged the lack of communication with the Presidency, “especially since
the union has not received any official clarification on President Saied's call for
launching a national dialogue with youth.” T AP

The political bureau of the Democratic Forum for Labor and Liberties (Attakatol)
party issued a statement calling for ‘‘a serious national dialogue, not an online
consultation, to truly correct the democratic transition and retum to a constitutional

path that respects institutions and govems the people through free
elections.” RADIO MOS AIQUEFM

POLITICS

In a meeting with the Minister of State Properties and L.and Affairs, President
Saied discussed the preservation of state properties and called for an end to corrupt
assignment of public domain lands on the basis of political aftiliation. On the topic
of National Dialogue, the president said it will be organized with the Tunisian
people not with those who loot them. T AP

Nahda party announced that the investigating judge visited its headquarters as part
of an investigation into what is known as the "lobbying" case brought against it by
politician and former minister, Mohamed Abbou who accused Nahda of
contracting an American lobbying agency prior to the elections. In a statement
issued October 25, Nahda reaffirmed it acts in compliance with the law in all
activities it undertakes. T AP

In its report on President Kais Saied’s promises fulfillment after two years as
president, I Watch organization indicated that 6% of the promises made by the
President Kais Saied have been fulfilled, compared to 28% of the promises in the
process of being fulfilled, 44% of the promises have not been fulfilled and 22% are
considered loose promises. RADIO SHEMSFM
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The lawyer of Qalb Tounes Party President Nabil Karoui denied circulating media
reports that Nabil Karoui and his brother Ghazi Karoui were released in Algeria,
October 25, 2021. Mosaique FM

ALLEGATIONS OF NIH FUNDED CRUEL EXPERIMENTS ON DOGS
In response to allegations from a U.S.-based animal rights group that an NIH-
funded project in Tunisia required researchers to perform brutal experiments on
dogs, Director of the Pasteur Institute, Hechmi Louzir, denied reports that the
institute was involved in cruel experiments on dogs. He stressed that the
experiments that were conducted as part of global research on visceral
leishmaniasis were carried out within the framework of respecting scientific

ethics. BUSINESSNEWS

COVID-19

Director General of the National Center for Drug Vigilance and Scientific
Committee for the Response to the Coronavirus, Dr. Riadh Daghfous, said that
Tunisia has achieved nearly 80% herd immunity. RADIO SHEMSFM

STRIKE

The Regional Labor Union (UGTT) called on all workers as well as trade unionists
to engage in a strike in Sfax on October 28 to demand wage raises and to find a
solution social negotiations that have been stalled for the past two years. They are
also protesting the deteriorating purchasing power of workers. TUNISIE

NUMERIQUE
TUNISIAN MEDIA GUIDE
TV channels Description
Al-Wataniva | | Govermnmient-owned Arabic TV channel
Al Hiwar Fttounsi Private-owned Arabic TV channel
Attassia Private-owned Arabic TV channel
Hannibal TV | Private-owned Arabic TV channel
Nessma TV : Private-owned pan-Maghreb Arabic TV channel
Radio stations Description
CapFM _ Private-owned Arabic radio focused on culture and arts
ExpressFM <& Private-owned Arabic/French radio Economic news focused
Radio IFM Private-owned Arabic radio
_ JawharaFM ] A Private-owned Arabic radio based in Souse
Radio Jeuncs Government-owned Arabic youth-focused radio
MosaiqueFM | Private-owned Arabic radio
Radio Tunis | Govermment-owned Arabic national radio
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Govemnmient-owned ‘intemmational radio/French/English German/Spanish/Italian.

ShemsFM Private-owned Arabic radio
Zitouna Government-owned Arabic religious radio
Print/Online Media Description D
La Presse Government affiliated French daily
Le Quotidicn Private-owned French daily
Rcalités | Private-owned French daily
abah (appearssas As-Sgbah Al-Ousboui on Privaiago Wi Arall: daily
aturdays)
As-Sahafa Govemment -owned Arabic daily
Ash-Shouroug Private-owned Arabic daily
Lc Temps Privatc-owned French daily
Tunis Hebdo Private-owned French weekly
Akher Khabar

Private-owned Arabic daily

Le Maghreb

Private-owned Arabic daily

TAP Tunis Afrique Presse

Govermment-owned Arabic-English-French wire service

Businessnews Private online Arabic/French daily
Babnet . Prnivatc online Arabic/French daily
Nawaat Private online Arabic/French/English daily

Webmanagercenter | Private online French
African manager ! Private online French
Lcaders N ~ Ponvatconlinc French/Arabic
Webdo Private online French
Tuniscope _L o e Private onlinc /French
Hakaekoline Private online Arabic
Tunisie numerigue Private online French/English
Kapitalis Private online Arabic/French

L cconomiste maghrebin

Private online French

Tunisic Telegraph

Private onlinc Arabic

_ 24info !
Acharaa |

Private online French
Private online Arabic

'DISCLAIMER o

o Thisis a product of the Information Office of the Public Affairs Section of the U.S.
Embassy in Tunis, Tunisia, and is intended primarily for USG recipients. Selection,
compilation, translation and summarization of these pieces are done in-house to report
news and opinions as portraved in Tunisian media. While we make every effort to ensure
that this is a correct representation of local opinions and news, we do not claim that what
has been reported is accurate or complete. This document is for informational pur poses
only and does not constitute an endorsement of its materials.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS CONTACTS IN TUNIS
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o[P)6) l‘-‘scting Public Affairs Officer [P)(6) [costate.gov
« |(b)(6) b.{'ﬁ'istate.M

We always welcome feedback and look forward to hearing from you. Please send
1

feedback and requests to subscribe/unsubscribe tol®)E) !

Sender: I(b)(G) bstate.gov>

Recipient:

(b)(6)
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From: |(b)(6) bstate.gow
To: [(b)(6) "~ Jostate.gov>
cc: llib)(G) bstate.90v>

Subject: FW: Tunisia Media Reaction: October 26, 2021
Date: Tue, 26 Oct 2021 12:21:04 +0000

From: Tunisian, Media Reaction <TunisianMediaReaction@state.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 1:20 PM
Subject: Tunisia Media Reaction: October 26, 2021

TUNISIA MEDIA REACTION

Tuesday, October 26, 2021
Produced by the Public Affairs Section of U.S. Embassy Tunis, Tunisia

LEAD STORIES

PM BOUDEN’S PARTICIPATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST GREEN
INITIATIVE SUMMIT

On the sidelines of her participation in the Middle East Green Initiative Summit
taking place in Riyadh, PM Bouden met with Saudi Crown Prince, Mohamed Ben
Salman, to review the initiatives launched by Saudi Arabia in the field of
environmental protection. PM Bouden also met with Algerian Prime Minister,
Ayman Ben Abderrahmane. BUSINESSNEWS TUNISIE NUMERIQUE In her
address during the summit, PM Najla Bouden called for easier financial access to
transition to a green economy. BUSINESSNEWS

Several media outlets highlighted PM Bouden’s meeting with Special Presidential
Envoy for Climate, John Kerry and featured his comments to the press following
the meeting where he reiterated U.S. confidence in the Tunisian government and
support for Tunisia. TAP BABNET

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Othman Jerandi, reaffirmed the support of both Saudi
Crown Prince and Kuwaiti Crown Prince to President Saied’s July 25 exceptional
measures. TAP
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VOTING INTENTIONS POLL
Le Maghreb newspaper in conjunction with Sigma Conseil published the monthly
political barometer opinion poll:

« Regarding presidential voting intentions, President Saied leads with 89.4%
of polling results, followed by the head of PDL, Abir Moussi, with 3.5%.

« On legislative voting intentions, Free Destourian Party (PDL) leads with
32.2% followed by a hypothetical “Kais Saied Party” at 30.7%”. According
to the pollster, the hypothetical party reflects the people’s trust in the
President and their intention to vote for him if here were to form a political
party. SHEMS FM

PRESIDENT’S NATIONAL DIALOGUE

Secretary General of the Tunisian General Labor Union (UGTT), Noureddine
Tabboubi, said the union is not at odds with President Saied. Tabboubi
acknowledged the lack of communication with the Presidency, “especially since
the union has not received any official clarification on President Saied's call for
launching a national dialogue with youth.”” TAP

The political bureau of the Democratic Forum for Labor and Liberties ( Attakatol)
party issued a statement calling for “a serious national dialogue, not an online
consultation, to truly correct the democratic transition and return to a constitutional
path that respects institutions and govemns the people through free

elections.” RADIO MOSAIQUEFM

POLITICS

In a meeting with the Minister of State Properties and Land Affairs, President
Saied discussed the preservation of state properties and called for an end to corrupt
assignment of public domain lands on the basis of political affiliation. On the topic
of National Dialogue, the president said it will be organized with the Tunisian
people not with those who loot them. TAP

Nahda party announced that the investigating judge visited its headquarters as part
of an investigation into what is known as the "lobbying" case brought against it by
politician and former minister, Mohamed Abbou who accused Nahda of
contracting an American lobbying agency prior to the elections. In a statement
issued October 25, Nahda reaftirmed it acts in compliance with the law in all
activities 1t undertakes. TAP
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In its report on President Kais Saied’s promises fulfillment after two years as
president, I Watch organization indicated that 6% of the promises made by the
President Kais Saied have been fulfilled, compared to 28% of the promises in the
process of being fulfilled, 44% of the promises have not been fulfilled and 22% are
considered loose promises. RADIO SHEMSFM

The lawyer of Qalb Tounes Party President Nabil Karoui denied circulating media
reports that Nabil Karoui and his brother Ghazi Karoui were released in Algeria,
October 25, 2021. Mosaique FM

ALLEGATIONS OF NIH FUNDED CRUEL EXPERIMENTS ON DOGS
In response to allegations from a U.S.-based animal rights group that an NIH-
funded project in Tunisia required researchers to perform brutal experiments on
dogs, Director of the Pasteur Institute, Hechmi Louzir, denied reports that the
institute was involved in cruel experiments on dogs. He stressed that the
experiments that were conducted as part of global research on visceral

leishmaniasis were carried out within the framework of respecting scientific
ethics. BUSINESSNEWS

COVID-19
Director General of the National Center for Drug Vigilance and Scientific

Committee for the Response to the Coronavirus, Dr. Riadh Daghfous, said that
Tunisia has achieved nearly 80% herd immunity. RADIO SHEMSFM

STRIKE

The Regional Labor Union (UGTT) called on all workers as well as trade unionists
to engage 1in a strike in Sfax on October 28 to demand wage raises and to find a
solution social negotiations that have been stalled for the past two years. They are

also protesting the deteriorating purchasing power of workers. TUNISIE
NUMERIQUE

UNISIAN MEDIA GUIDE
TV channels Description
Al-Wataniva | Govermment-owned Arabic TV channel
Al Hiwar Ettounsi Private-owned Arabic TV channel
Attassia Py yZ | Privatc-owned Arabic TV channel
Hannibal TV Private-owned Arabic TV channel
Nessma TV Private-owned pan-Maghreb Arabic TV channel
Radio stations | Description
CapFM Private-owned Arabic radio focused on culture and arts
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ExpresskFM Privatc-owned Arabic/French radio Economic news focused
Radio IFM Private-owned Arabic radio
JawharaFM Private-owned Arabic radio based in Souse
Radio Jeunes Government-owned Arabic youth-focused radio
MosaiqueFM Privatc-owned Arabic radio
Radio Tunis Govermment-owned Arabic national radio
dio Tunis Chaine Internationale (RTCI) Govermment-owned ‘international radio/French/English German/Spanish/Italian.
ShemsFM Private-owned Arabic radio
Zitouna Govemment-owned Arabic religious radio
Print/Online Media ~ Description
La Presse Government atfiliated French daily
Le Quotidicn Private-owned French daily
Rcalités - Privatc-owned French daily

abah (appears as As-Sabah Al-Ousboui on 1

Private-owned Arabic daily

Saturdays) I &

As-Sahata o ~ Govemment -owned Arabic daily
Ash-Shouroug Privatc-owned Arabic daily

Le Temps __ Private-owned French daily

Tunis Hebdo

Akher Khabar |

Private-owned Arabic daily

Le Masgthreb

Private-owned Arabic daily

TAP Tunis Afrigue Presse |

Government-owned Arabic-English-French wire service

Businessnews : Private online Arabic/French daily
Babnet | , Privatc online Arabic/French daily
Nawaat a ~ Private online Arabic/French/English daily

Webmanagercenter Private online French

African manager Private online French
Lcaders Privatc online French/Arabic

Webdo Private online French

~ Tuniscope - Private onlinc /French

Hakaekoline \ " 4 - Private online Arabic
Tunisie numerique Private online French/English
Kapitalis Private online Arabic/French

L’economiste maghrebin

Private online French

Tunisie Telegraph

Private onlinc Arabic

| 24info

Acharaa

Private online French
Private online Arabic

'DISCLAIMER

o This is a product of the Information Office of the Public Affairs Section of the U.S.
Embassy in Tunis, Tunisia, and is intended primarily for USG recipients. Selection,
compilation, translation and summarization of these pieces are done in-house to report
news and opinions as portrayed in Tunisian media. While we make every effort to ensure
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that this is a correct representation of local opinions and news, we do not claim that what
has been reported is accurate or complete. This document is for informational pur poses
only and does not constitute an endorsement of its materials.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS CONTACTS IN TUNIS !
« [P)®) |Acting Public Affairs @fficer!(P)(6) istate gov
«[0)(6) Justate.gov

We always welcome feedback and look forward to hearing from you. Please send
feedback and requests to subscribefunsubscribe td®)6)

Sender: [(b)(6) l@state.gov>

o [6)E) &
Recipient: |(b)(6) Wte%&;we gov>
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From: (b)(6) state.gov>
To: (b)(6) bstate.gov>
Subject: FW: Tunisia Media Reaction: October 26, 2021
Date: Tue, 26 Oct 2021 12:21:47 +0000

(b)(6) |
Administrative Specialist - Legat
Legat Tunis
Ext.[(b)(®) ]

From: Tunisian, Media Reaction <TunisianMediaReaction @state.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 1:20 PM
Subject: Tunisia Media Reaction: October 26, 2021

TUNISIA MEDIA REACTION

Tuesday, October 26, 2021
Produced by the Public Affairs Section of U.S. Emnbassy Tunis, Tunisia

LEAD STORIES

PM BOUDEN’S PARTICIPATION INTHE MIDDLE EAST GREEN
INITIATIVE SUMMIT

On the sidelines of her participation in the Middle East Green Initiative Summit
taking place in Riyadh, PM Bouden met with Saudi Crown Prince, Mohamed Ben
Salman, to review the initiatives launched by Saudi Arabia in the field of
environmental protection. PM Bouden also met with Algerian Prime Minister,
Ayman Ben Abderrahmane. BUSINESSNEWS TUNISIE NUMERIQUE In her
address during the summit, PM Najla Bouden called for easier financial access to
transition to a green economy. BUSINESSNEWS

Several media outlets highlighted PM Bouden’s meeting with Special Presidential
Envoy for Climate, John Kerry and featured his comments to the press following
the meeting where he reiterated U.S. confidence in the Tunisian government and
support for Tunisia. TAP BABNET
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Minister of Foreign Affairs, Othman Jerandi, reaffirmed the support of both Saudi
Crown Prince and Kuwaiti Crown Prince to President Saied’s July 25 exceptional
measures. TAP

VOTING INTENTIONS POLL
Le Maghreb newspaper in conjunction with Sigma Conseil published the monthly
political barometer opinion poll:

« Regarding presidential voting intentions, President Saied leads with 89.4%
of polling results, followed by the head of PDL, Abir Moussi, with 3.5%.

« On legislative voting intentions, Free Destourian Party (PDL) leads with
32.2% followed by a hypothetical “Kais Saied Party” at 30.7%”. According
to the pollster, the hypothetical party reflects the people’s trust in the
President and their intention to vote for him if here were to form a political
party. SHEMS FM

PRESIDENT’S NATIONAL DIALOGUE

Secretary General of the Tunisian General Labor Union (UGTT), Noureddine
Tabboubi, said the union is not at odds with President Saied. Tabboubi
acknowledged the lack of communication with the Presidency, “especially since
the union has not received any ofticial clarification on President Saied's call for
launching a national dialogue with youth.” T AP

The political bureau of the Democratic Forum for Labor and Liberties (Attakatol)
party issued a statement calling for “a serious national dialogue, not an online
consultation, to truly correct the democratic transition and retumn to a constitutional
path that respects institutions and governs the people through free

elections.” RADIO MOS AIQUEFM

POLITICS

In a meeting with the Minister of State Properties and Land Affairs, President
Saied discussed the preservation of state properties and called for an end to corrupt
assignment of public domain lands on the basis of political affiliation. On the topic
of National Dialogue, the president said it will be organized with the Tunisian
people not with those who loot them. T AP

Nahda party announced that the investigating judge visited its headquarters as part
of an investigation into what is known as the "lobbying" case brought against it by
politician and former minister, Mohamed Abbou who accused Nahda of
contracting an American lobbying agency prior to the elections. In a statement
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issued October 25, Nahda reaffirmed it acts in compliance with the law in all
activities it undertakes. TAP

In its report on President Kais Saied’s promises fulfillment after two years as
president, I Watch organization indicated that 6% of the promises made by the
President Kais Saied have been fulfilled, compared to 28% of the promises in the
process of being fulfilled, 44% of the promises have not been fulfilled and 22% are
considered loose promises. RADIO SHEMSFM

The lawyer of Qalb Tounes Party President Nabil Karoui denied circulating media
reports that Nabil Karoui and his brother Ghazi Karoui were released in Algeria,
October 25, 2021. Mosaique FM

ALLEGATIONS OF NIH FUNDED CRUEL EXPERIMENTS ON DOGS
In response to allegations from a U.S.-based animal rights group that an NIH-
funded project in Tunisia required researchers to perform brutal experiments on
dogs, Director of the Pasteur Institute, Hechmi Louzir, denied reports that the
institute was involved in cruel experiments on dogs. He stressed that the
experiments that were conducted as part of global research on visceral

leishmaniasis were carried out within the framework of respecting scientific
ethics. BUSINESSNEWS

COVID-19
Director General of the National Center for Drug Vigilance and Scientific

Committee for the Response to the Coronavirus, Dr. Riadh Daghfous, said that
Tunisia has achieved nearly 80% herd immunity. RADIO SHEMSFM

STRIKE

The Regional Labor Union (UGTT) called on all workers as well as trade unionists
to engage in a strike in Sfax on October 28 to demand wage raises and to find a
solution social negotiations that have been stalled for the past two years. They are
also protesting the deteriorating purchasing power of workers. TUNISIE

NUMERIQUE
TUNISIAN MEDIA GUIDE
TV channels Description
Al-Wataniya | | Government-owned Arabic TV channel
Al Hiwar Ettounsi Private-owned Arabic TV channel
Attassia Private-owned Arabic TV channel
Hannibal TV Private-owned Arabic TV channel
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Nessma TV Privatc-owned pan-Maghreb Arabic TV channel
Radio stations Description
CapFM Private-owned Arabic radio focused on culture and arts
ExpressFM Private-owned Arabic/French radio Economic news focused
Radio IFM Private-owned Arabic radio
JawharaF M Privatc-owned Arabic radio based in Souse
Radio Jeunes Government-owned Arabic youth-focused radio
MosaiqueFM Private-owned Arabic radio
Radio Tunis Govemment-owned Arabic national radio
dio Tunis Chaine Internationale (RTCI) Government-owned/international radio/French/English German/Spanish/Ttalian
ShemsFM Private-owned Arabic radio
Zitouna Governnient-owned Arabic religious radio
Print/Onlinc Media - Description
La Presse Government affiliated French daily
Le Quotidien Private-owned French daily
Realités | o ~ Private-owned Frenchdailly
abah (appears as As-Sabah Al-Ousboui on Priviiouged Adlic daily
Saturdays) O e a el
As-Sahafa | . Government -owned Arabic daily
Ash-Shourouq , Private-owned Arabic daily
Le Temps o ' WA Private-owned French daily
Tunis Hebdo Private-owned French weekly
Akher Khabar Privatc-owned Arabic daily
Lc Maghrcb

TAP Tunis Afrique Presse

~_ Private-owned Arabic daily
~ Government-owned Arabic-English-French wire service

Businessnews

Private online Arabic/French daily

Babnet . i Private online Arabic/French daily
Nawaat Private online Arabic/French/English daily
Webmanagercenter Private online French
_Alrican manager . Private online French
Leaders \ ' 4 Private online French/Arabic
Webdo Private online French
Tuniscope Private online /French

Hakackoline

Private onlinc Arabic

Tunisic numerique

Privatc online French/English

| Kapitalis y
L 'economiste maghrebin

Privatc online Arabic/French
Private online French

Tunisie Telegraph

Private online Arabic

24info

Private online French

" Acharaa

Private onlinc Arabic

"DISCLAIMER
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o Thisis a product of the Information Office of the Public Affairs Section of the U.S.
Embassy in Tunis, Tunisia, and is intended primarily for USG recipients. Selection,
compilation, translation and summarization of these pieces are done in-house to report
news and opinions as portrayed in Tunisian media. W hile we make every effort to ensure
that this is a correct representation of local opinions and news, we do not claim that what
has been reported is accurate or complete. This document is for informational pur poses
only and does not constitute an endorsement of its materials.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS CONTACTS IN TUNIS

. Acting Public Affairs @fticer|(b)(6) [)state.oov
. |(b)(6) @state.go_v
We always welcome feedback and look forward to hearing from you. Please send
Jeedback and requests to subscribe/unsubscribe to|(b)(6) ]
Sender: [(b)(6) state.gov>
Recipient:l{b)(s) ﬁte.gow
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From: |(D)(6) state.gov>
To: b)(6) @state.gov>
{b)(6) Pstate.gov>;

CC: |(b)(6) [Tunis) 4(b)(6) Dstate.gov>;
kb6 FTunis) 4b)(6) [@state.gov>

Subject: Calling IWatch
Date: Tue, 26 Oct 2021 15:20:33 +0000

|(b)(6)]per AMB’s requestl(b)(G) ]s getting ready tocall IWatch regarding the Pasteur Institute posting. |
can’t find more background on the Al Jazeera claims, but did fingd whbat ' think is the New England

Journal of Medicine report on the study. Below are some pointd(b)(G)J:ould use,lfb)(s) —l
E%]Do youhave any moreinfo on the Al Jazeera claim? |(b)(6)__|

Topical Paromomycin with or without Gentamicin for ...
https:/// www.nejmorg > doi » pdt> NEJMoal 202657

BE

(b)(3)
b)(3) ‘

[b)(S)

|(b)(5) |

Topical Paromomycin with or without Gentamicin for ...
https://www.nejm.org » doi » pdf> NEJMo0al202657
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From:{(P)(6) _I(Tums {b bstate gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 2:34 PM
To:|(bv(6) @state.gov>; [h)(6) | Tunis)
{biy6) |@state.gov>; l(b)(6) __lTunis) (b)( |@state.gov>

Cc:i(_b)(G) [ Tunis) <I(b)(6) ’|@state.gov>
Subject: Foi|(b)(6)_|Calling IWatch

Hi[(b)(6) ]

b)(5) ‘
(b)(5)
Thanks,
fb)e) ]
From Eb)(e) @étate.gg>

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 9 S6 AM

Tolb)(6) |(Tun|s {b Estate gov>;[(b)(6) [Tunis)

state.gov>

(b)(6)

Subject: FW: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021

!(W&

From: Blome, Donald A {Tunis) [b){G) Estate.gow

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 10:09 PM

To:|(b)(6) [Tunis) 4—MM> [6Y6) K(b)(6) |@state gov>;
tate.go

Kb)(G) |@state.gov>{(b)(6)
Subject: Re: Social Media Roundup October 25 2021

(b)(5)

Get Outlook for iOS

I@state.gov>

From:|(b)(5) I‘runis)xb)(ia)

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 9:28:12 P

To: Blome, Donald A {Tunis) {b)(5) lost

M
ate

pstate.gov>

.gov>{(b)(6)

Kb)(5) E}state.gow;

(b)(5) [@state.gov>;

(b))

Tunis) |(b)(5) [@state.gov>

Subject: RE: Social Media Roundup: October 25,2021

Ambassador, reference to your question, the backstory is that in 2015 Al Jazeera produced a
documentary entitled “Can killers make a medicine?” alleging that the Pasteur Institute was working on
a grant with Walter Reed Hospital funded by DOD to test leishmaniasis medication on Tunisian children

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)



FL-2024-00004  A-00000767762 "UNCLASSIFIED" 7/5/2024

in Sidi Bouzeid. The Pasteur Institute strongly refuted the allegations that they were using Tunisian
children and sued Al Jazeera. Al Jazeera also alleged that the Pasteur Institute was working with Israel
to produce the medicine used in the testing, which the Institute also refuted explaining that an Israeli
lab was asked by Walter Reed to produce a small quantity of the medication.

From: [(b)(6) J(Tunis)

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:45 PM

To: Blome, Donald A(b)(6) @state.gowkb)(e) @state.gov>;
[(b)(6) btate.gov>{(b)(6) lostate.gov>

Subject: RE: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021
b)(3)

Looping inEE{G]Meanwhile, Director of the Pasteur Institute, Hechmi Louzir, spoke to Mosaique FM
today. Below is a quick recap courtesy off(b)(6) Jn ECON:

[6Y6) Henied reports that the institute was involved in cruel experiments on dogs. He stressed that the
experiments that were conducted as part of global research on visceral leishmaniasis (leishmaniose
viscérale) were carried out within the framework of respecting scientific ethics.lib)(i]said that the
mentioned research was funded by two institutions concerned with medical research, the American
{NIH) and the British (Wellcome Trust), and was supervised by three teamsin the world, one in the
United States and another in Britain, and a third team in Tunisia (the Pasteur Institute). The research,
launched in 2018, and its results were recently published, aims to find the attractiveness of dogs
infected with leishmaniasis in transmitting the disease to children.

[:)6) Explained that the choice of Tunisia comes from several considerations, the first of which is the
presence of the germ that causes the disease in Tunisia, in addition to the experience and possession of
the necessary techniques to be used in research. He added, "It is an honor for Tunisia to have
researchers at the level of internationally funded research and in partnership with prestigious scientific
institutes to advance in the treatment of diseases."

From: Blome, Donald A (Tunis) |(b)(6) ]@state.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:26 PM

Toﬂb){G) state.gov>;Kb)(6) J|(b)(6) -@state.gov>;
Eb)(G) state.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021
(b)(3)

Get Outlook for i0S

From|(b)(6) T unis) <(b)(6) @state.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:10:05 PM

To: Tunis News Updates - DL <TunisNewsUpdates@state.gov>
Subject: Social Media Roundup: October 25, 2021
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Social Media Daily Roundup
October 25, 2021

Trending Hashtags and Keywords

(b)(6)

Non Responsive

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)



FL-2024-00004  A-00000767762 "UNCLASSIFIED" 7/5/2024

Non Responsive

Allegations of NIH funded cruel experiments on dogs

Social media activists and pages carried strong responses to U.S. media stories
alleging NIH funded cruel experiments on puppies carried out in a Tunisian lab.

Obtained via FOIA by White Coat Waste Project (WCW)



FL-2024-00004 A-00000767762 "UNCLASSIFIED" 71512024

Prominent physician Zakaria Bouguira posted on Facebook: “ An ethics scandal
erupts in America about Dr. Fauci and his participation in inhumane experiments
on dogs in Tunisia. This is not the first time Tunisia gets involved with American
labs in experiments that violate the law and morals. Remember the scandal of
paromomycin experiments on children in Sidi Bouzid.”

Tunisian activist and president of watchdog IWatch organization, Achref Aouadi,
posted on Facebook: “The Tunisian lab that carried out experiments on puppies for
an American study is again the Pasteur Institute. This is the second study,
following another one they conducted on the children of Sidi Bouzid for the benefit
of the U.S. Department of Defense.”
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Tunisian model and activist, Azza Slimene (1.5 million followers), posted on her
Instagram page: “It’s time to do something... We need to activate animal
protection laws in Tunisia!!”
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Animal rights groups launched calls on social media to organize a protest in front
of Pasteur Institute in downtown Tunis. One member of “Animaux Sans Toit”
Facebook group (213K) posted: “ Whoever loves animals should join us tomorrow
at 1 1am in front of the Pasteur Institute.” More activists posted in “SOS Animaux
Tunisie” Facebook group (165K members) also calling for a protest.

Sender: |(b)(6) fstate.gov>
(b)(6) kp’unis) <(b)(6) liﬂstate.gov>;
.. . bYAR) Tunis) 4(b)(6) Dstate.gov>;
RECIBIENt: (1) (6) . (Tunis) 4(b)(6) Pstate.gov>;
(b)(6) [(Tunis) {b)(6) _[@state.gov>
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