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September 24, 2024

The Honorable Dr. Jeanne Marrazzo

Director

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
5601 Fishers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20852

RE: Inhumane and Wasteful Research on Dogs and Cats
Dear Dr. Marrazzo:

We are writing you about ongoing funding by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID) for inhumane and wasteful research on dogs and cats that was approved and
initiated under your predecessor, Dr. Anthony Fauci, and continues under your leadership.

In light of new information contained in this letter, we request that all active NIAID
funding for dog and cat research be immediately suspended until NIAID has reviewed dog
and cat research approved by Dr. Fauci to identify and eliminate spending on unnecessary
projects before any more taxpayer money and animals’ lives are wasted.

As you are no doubt aware, Dr. Fauci has been criticized for years by us and our colleagues on
both sides of the aisle for funding disturbing experimentation on dogs and cats in the United
States and in foreign countries.! Records released through the Freedom of Information Act as
recently as last month confirm that NIAID and Dr. Fauci intentionally spread baseless
misinformation to deceive the press and public about Fauci’s funding for dog testing.>® Finally,
this past June, Dr. Fauci admitted to Congress that he personally signed off on painful
experiments on dogs and puppies, including widely criticized testing in which dogs had their
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vocal cords cut out and were infested with biting flies.*®

Dr. Fauci and NIAID researchers he funded have admitted that some of their cruel dog and cat
research is wasteful and unnecessary. For instance, with Dr. Fauci’s approval, NIAID allocated
$1.8 million to test an experimental drug for seasonal allergies on puppies in painful studies.
After criticism from taxpayers and Congress, Dr. Fauci admitted that the dog testing he had
signed off on was completely unnecessary and the plan was scrapped.® Earlier this year, it was
discovered that a $400,000-plus NIAID-funded grant approved by Dr. Fauci was going to pay for
the resurrection of discredited Kitten experiments that were ended by the Trump Administration.’
Fortunately, that plan was also canceled after it was exposed and the researchers admitted that
the deadly cat experiments they proposed were needless.

We continue to learn about many other inhumane dog and cat experiments funded with tax
dollars by Dr. Fauci that are still ongoing during your tenure as NIAID’s Director. Records
obtained through FOIA requests and lawsuits by government watchdog White Coat Waste
Project (WCW) have uncovered current Fauci-funded experiments infecting cats with COVID,®
infesting discarded hounds with biting flies,® and covering beagle puppies with hundreds of ticks
and withholding all pain relief.*

Through a FOIA lawsuit filed by WCW against NIAID, we have now become aware of an active
$4,199,188 NIAID contract for “maximum tolerated dose” and other toxicity testing on dogs for
experimental human drugs.*'? Maximum tolerated dose tests involve exposing dogs to massive
amounts of test compounds until they vomit, convulse, and die. The NIAID contract that runs
until April 2025 states this repulsive dog testing is “required to support clinical use in humans”
but for years the Food and Drug Administration has explicitly stated that it does not require dog
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testing for human drugs.™® Even Dr. Fauci acknowledged to Congress in 2022 that dog use to test
the toxicity of human drugs is unnecessary.*

Dr. Fauci also sent tax dollars to unaccountable animal labs in foreign countries, and not just the
Tunisian lab that tortured beagles and the Wuhan lab where experts believe COVID was created.

A 2023 Government Accountability Office audit determined that under Dr. Fauci, NIAID
“funded the largest number of foreign animal research projects in fiscal years 2011 through
2021.”% The GAO found that, under Fauci, NIAID was responsible for over $1.8 billion of the
$2.2 billion NIH spent in foreign animal laboratories from 2011-21. The GAO also wrote,
“officials at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases...told us that they did not
conduct foreign site visits for animal welfare purposes during that period.”

We are alarmed by NIAID’s obfuscation and wasteful spending on unnecessary dog and cat
research. In addition to suspending funding for these projects, we request detailed responses to
the following:

1. Listall active NIAID-funded grants involving dog and cat research that were approved
under Dr. Fauci’s leadership

2. List all active NIAID-funded grants involving animal research in foreign countries that
were approved under Dr. Fauci’s leadership

3. Is Dr. Fauci still involved in any capacity in any NIAID-funded animal research? If so,
please explain.

We appreciate your attention to this important matter. Please abide by all rules and regulations
when fulfilling this request.

Sincerely,
Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S. Matt Gaetz
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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