
December 11, 2024

The Honorable Gene L. Dodaro 
Comptroller General of the United States 
Government Accountability Office 
441 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20548 

Dear Comptroller General Dodaro: 

We write to request that the Government Accountability Office (GAO) review and evaluate 
policies and practices related to taxpayer-funded research, experimentation, and testing on dogs 
and cats. Since at least 1980, the GAO has been providing analyses and information to Congress 
regarding how to improve federal agencies’ efforts to minimize the use of animals in these 
activities.1 Unfortunately, these studies show a lack of disclosure regarding federally-funded 
animal research and efforts to reduce animal use in the U.S. and in foreign countries which 
continues today.2,3,4,5,6 

A common theme that has emerged in recent bipartisan Congressional oversight efforts is that 
there is a lack of basic transparency about animal use and spending related to research funded by 
federal agencies, including the National Institutes of Health, Department of Defense, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and others.7,8,9 Despite repeated requests from Congress, we still do 
not know how many dogs and cats are being used in federally-funded research, what they are 
used for, how much it costs taxpayers, and what our return on investment is. This is bad for 
taxpayers and animals.
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While some agencies, like the Department of Veterans Affairs, have launched dedicated efforts 
to eliminate testing on dogs and cats and improve transparency about their animal research, most 
agencies have not.10

Underscoring the need for better oversight of federally-funded animal research, the National 
Academies and federal agencies have repeatedly determined that unnecessary testing on dogs 
and cats has been approved and funded with millions of taxpayer dollars.11,12,13,14   These wasteful 
programs were only acknowledged and ended after scrutiny from Congress and watchdog 
organizations.

In the interest of improving transparency about government operations, combatting 
wasteful spending, and eliminating unnecessary federally-funded animal research, we ask 
that GAO conduct an evaluation and complete a report that addresses the following topics 
and questions about dog and cat research specifically and makes relevant 
recommendations for reforms:

Federally-funded dog and cat research

 What federal agencies are currently conducting or funding experiments on dogs and/or 
cats?

 How many dogs and cats are used in federally-funded research each year? How many 
were used in each pain category?

 How much taxpayer funding is spent annually on dog and cat research by each federal 
agency in the U.S. and abroad?

 For what purposes are dogs and cats being used in federally-funded research?
 Where are dogs and cats used in federally-funded research being obtained?

Programs to reduce unnecessary federally-funded dog and cat research

 What policies or programs, if any, does each agency have in place to reduce and replace 
the use of dogs and cats in research?

 What are current agency policies and practices regarding the retirement and adoption of 
cats and dogs no longer needed in research?

Research transparency

 What mechanisms exist, if any, at individual agencies and government-wide to collect 
and publicly report data on dog and cat use in federally-funded research, including details
about the location, number of animals used, pain categories, cost, research goals, animal 
use justification, and outcomes?
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 Do government websites like NIH RePORTER and USASpending accurately and 
consistently identify and describe federally-funded research using cats and dogs?

Thank you for your attention to this request. We anxiously await your response. 

Sincerely,

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Nicole Malliotakis
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress



Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Michael V. Lawler
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress
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